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annually a proclamation designating the week during which June 14
falls as “National Flag Week” and called upon all citizens of the
United States to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2009, as Flag Day and
the week beginning June 14, 2009, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag of the United States on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during the week, and I urge all Americans
to observe Flag Day and National Flag Week by flying the Stars and
Stripes at their homes and other suitable places. I also call upon the
people of the United States to observe with pride and all due ceremony
those days from Flag Day through Independence Day, set aside by the
Congress (89 Stat. 211) as a time to honor America, celebrate our herit-
age in public gatherings and activities, and recite publicly the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8392 of June 12, 2009
National Oceans Month, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Oceans are the Earth’s dominant feature. They cover more than 70 per-
cent of the planet’s surface and affect our lives in a variety of ways.
This month we celebrate the wonder of the oceans, and we commit to
protecting and sustaining them for current and future generations.

The oceans are critical to supporting life. From the abyssal plains of
the Pacific to the shallow coral reefs and seagrass beds of the Florida
Keys, oceans support an incredible diversity of marine life and eco-
systems. The base of the oceanic ecosystem provides most of the oxy-
gen we breathe, so oceans are critical to our survival. These bodies of
water also drive weather patterns and affect climate.

Our Nation’s economy relies heavily on the oceans. Goods and services
are transported across them constantly. They support countless jobs in
an array of industries, including fishing, tourism, and energy. The
economies of entire regions depend on the oceans.

The United States has been a leader in exploring and protecting this
critical resource. We have gained new insights into the ocean eco-
systems through research and monitoring. We have promoted innova-
tive conservation efforts, such as setting aside special areas as national
marine sanctuaries. We have also reduced overfishing, made great
strides in reducing coastal pollution, and helped restore endangered
species and degraded habitats.
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My Administration continues to build upon this progress, and we are
taking a more integrated and comprehensive approach to developing a
national ocean policy that will guide us well into the future. This pol-
icy will incorporate ecosystem-based science and management and em-
phasize our public stewardship responsibilities. My Administration
also is working to develop a systematic marine spatial planning frame-
work for the conservation and sustainable use of ocean resources. I am
committed to protecting these resources and ensuring accountability
for actions that affect them.

During National Oceans Month, we celebrate these vast spaces and the
myriad ways they sustain life. We also pledge to preserve them and
commend all those who are engaged in efforts to meet this end.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June
2009 as National Oceans Month. I call upon all Americans to learn
more about the oceans and what can be done to conserve them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8393 of June 18, 2009
Father’s Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The journey of fatherhood provides unique and lasting joys. Cradling
a baby in his arms, a father experiences the miracle of life and an un-
breakable bond. Fathers imagine a world of possibilities awaiting their
children and contemplate the privilege of helping them reach that ex-
panse of opportunity. As kids grow and mature, they look to their dad
for a special kind of love and support. Providing these necessities can
bring great happiness.

Fatherhood also brings great responsibilities. Fathers have an obliga-
tion to help rear the children they bring into the world. Children de-
serve this care, and families need each father’s active participation.

Fathers must help teach right from wrong and instill in their kids the
values that sustain them for a lifetime. As they encounter new and
challenging experiences, children need guidance and counsel. Fathers
need to talk with their kids to help them through difficult times. Par-
ents must also help their children make the right choices by serving
as strong role models. Honest and hard-working fathers are an irre-
placeable influence upon their children.

Communities must do more to counsel fathers. Family and friends, and
faith-based and community organizations, can speak directly with men
about the sacrifices and rewards of having a child. These groups can
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