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efforts of thousands of women’s organizations. America has made sig-
nificant progress toward becoming the fair and just society the suffra-
gists once envisioned. 

Yet, today, our work remains unfinished. Far too many adult women 
remain mired in poverty. Women are still subject to pervasive discrimi-
nation at school and harassing conduct in the workplace. Women 
make, on average, only 78 cents for every dollar paid to men. Under-
represented in many facets of our economic and public life, from gov-
ernment to boardrooms to the sciences, women have yet to eradicate 
all barriers to professional development. 

We stand at a moment of unparalleled change and a time for reflection 
and hope. We cannot allow the vibrant energy and passionate commit-
ment of our trailblazing women to fade, and we can never forget the 
responsibility we bear to the ideals of liberty and equality for all. Each 
generation of successful women serves as a catalyst to empower, en-
lighten, and educate the next generation of girls and boys, and we must 
devote ourselves to promoting this catalyst for change now and in the 
future. 

On this Women’s Equality Day, we resolve to continue the important 
work of our Nation’s foremothers and their successors, and turn their 
vision of a more equal America into our reality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 
2009, as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United 
States to celebrate the achievements of women and recommit them-
selves to the goal of true gender equality in this country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8403 of August 26, 2009 

Death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Senator Edward M. Kennedy was not only one of the greatest senators 
of our time, but one of the most accomplished Americans ever to serve 
our democracy. Over the past half-century, nearly every major piece of 
legislation that has advanced the civil rights, health, and economic 
well-being of the American people bore his name and resulted from his 
efforts. With his passing, an important chapter in our American story 
has come to an end. 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
I hereby order, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States of America, that the flag of the United States 
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shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on 
all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia 
and throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions 
until sunset on August 30, 2009. I also direct that the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff until sunset on the day of his inter-
ment. I further direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the 
same periods at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval 
vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
sixth day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8404 of August 30, 2009 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For generations, education has opened doors to untold opportunities 
and bright futures. Through quality instruction and a personal commit-
ment to hard work, young people in every part of our Nation have gone 
on to achieve success. Established by men and women of great vision, 
leadership, and clarity of purpose, Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUs) have provided generations of Americans with oppor-
tunity, a solid education, and hope. 

For more than 140 years, HBCUs have released the power of knowl-
edge to countless Americans. Pivotal in the Civil Rights Movement, 
HBCUs offer us a window into our Nation’s past as well as a path for-
ward. Graduates of HBCUs have gone on to shape the course of Amer-
ican history—from W.E.B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington, to 
Langston Hughes and Thurgood Marshall. Today, in twenty States, the 
District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, these colleges and 
universities are serving hundreds of thousands of students from every 
background and have contributed to the expansion of the African 
American middle class, to the growth of local communities, and to our 
Nation’s overall economy. 

This week, we celebrate the accomplishments of HBCUs and look to 
the future with conviction and optimism. These institutions will play 
a key role in reaching our ambitious national education goals, includ-
ing having the highest proportion of college graduates in the world by 
2020. As our Nation strives toward this goal, we invite HBCUs to em-
ploy new, innovative, and ambitious strategies to help the next genera-
tion of Americans successfully complete college and prepare them-
selves for the global economy. During National Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities Week, we recommit ourselves to never resting 
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