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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8408 of August 31, 2009 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we have made significant progress in the fight against 
prostate cancer. Over the last decade, prostate cancer mortality rates 
have fallen substantially. Yet, despite this progress, among men in the 
United States prostate cancer remains the most commonly diagnosed 
cancer and the second leading cause of cancer deaths. One in six men 
in this country will be diagnosed with prostate cancer. National Pros-
tate Cancer Awareness Month is an opportunity to renew our commit-
ment to find better ways to prevent, detect, and control this disease. 

Prostate cancer affects both those stricken with the disease and their 
families, often occurring when they least expect it. The cancer does not 
discriminate among husbands, fathers, brothers, and sons, and it does 
not differentiate on race, age, or income. Americans of every back-
ground know its dangers. Families share in the struggles of prostate 
cancer, bearing the emotional and financial concerns along with the af-
flicted. 

My Administration supports prevention efforts and research to develop 
better screening tests, uncover more effective treatments, and ensure 
quality care for all who are diagnosed with this illness. We must en-
sure that more men are educated about all aspects of the disease in-
cluding prevention, early detection and possible treatment options. To 
expand our knowledge of this cancer, the National Institutes of Health, 
the Department of Defense, and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention are playing leading roles in research. Their work is helping 
to reduce the burden of prostate cancer and save lives for generations 
to come. 

This month, we remember the lives we have lost, and we recommit 
ourselves to supporting those currently battling against the disease. Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Awareness Month also highlights the great med-
ical advancements we have made and reminds us there is still much 
work to be done. As a Nation, we are united in our resolve to reduce 
incidence of prostate cancer and improve the lives of all those affected. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
2009 as National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encourage citi-
zens, Government agencies, private businesses, nonprofit organizations, 
and other interested groups to join in activities that will increase 
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123 STAT. 3687 PROCLAMATION 8409—SEPT. 3, 2009 

awareness of what Americans can do to prevent and control prostate 
cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8409 of September 3, 2009 

National Wilderness Month, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American wilderness has inspired wonder and imagination for 
centuries and is an irreplaceable part of our Nation’s heritage. Even be-
fore the birth of the United States, visitors from near and far were 
struck by its splendor and purity. The unaltered American landscape 
stood apart from any other in the world. During the years of westward 
expansion, the wilderness frontier became synonymous with pioneer 
values of steadfastness and rugged independence. This month, we cele-
brate this history and renew our commitment to preserving the Amer-
ican wilderness for future generations. 

Forty-five years ago, the United States achieved a landmark success in 
protecting these magnificent wild spaces. The Congress passed and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Wilderness Act, which sought 
to secure ‘‘for the American people of present and future generations 
the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness.’’ The Act has been 
widely recognized as one of our Nation’s most important conservation 
laws. This law and the National Wilderness Preservation System it es-
tablished have served as a model for wilderness protection laws in 
many of our States and in countries around the world. 

The vision and structure established in the Wilderness Act continue to 
receive broad support. This pioneering law created a framework for 
bringing Federal public lands under additional protection. Over the 
past 45 years, the Congress has enacted numerous laws extending wil-
derness protection to vast swaths of public lands. These laws have en-
joyed bipartisan support. Ranchers and anglers, small-business owners 
and conservationists, and Americans of diverse backgrounds have 
come together to preserve many of our Nation’s most cherished public 
spaces. 

My Administration has already demonstrated a commitment to pro-
tecting our wilderness heritage. On March 30, 2009, I signed the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act of 2009, which established the most 
recent additions to our Wilderness System. As my Administration con-
tinues to prioritize wilderness protection, we will work closely with 
the Congress, organizations, and private citizens to ensure that all 
stakeholders can make their voices heard. United by a common pur-
pose of preserving our precious natural spaces and our wilderness her- 
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