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tember 17 and ending September 23 of each year as “Constitution
Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2009, as Con-
stitution Day and Citizenship Day, and September 17 through Sep-
tember 23, 2009, as Constitution Week. I encourage Federal, State, and
local officials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and educational orga-
nizations, to conduct ceremonies and programs that celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our rights and obligations as citizens of our great
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8419 of September 17, 2009
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation maintains a solemn commitment to leave no service mem-
ber behind. Our men and women in uniform uphold this pledge every
day, and our country further upholds it as we honor every man and
woman who serves, particularly those taken as prisoners of war or
missing in action. We will never cease in our mission to bring Amer-
ica’s missing service members home; we will never forget the sacrifices
they made to keep this Nation free; and we will forever honor their
memory. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we pay tribute to
the American men and women who have not returned from the battle-
field, and we express profound gratitude to those who returned only
after facing unimaginable hardship on our behalf. Today, we also re-
member the families of our prisoners of war and those missing in ac-
tion and honor the sacrifices they have made.

Every day, Americans are working around the world to identify and re-
cover the remains of our fallen heroes. It is a promise made, and a
promise that will be kept. Although their location may be unknown,
we will not waver in our commitment to see they are reunited with
the land they so valiantly defended.

For those veterans who returned home after being declared Missing in
Action or having been imprisoned by the enemy, we honor their serv-
ice, their sacrifice, and their courage. In distant lands, and under
wretched and torturous conditions, these men and women endured.
Faced with such tremendous adversity, they embody the power of the
human spirit—sustaining themselves with hope and faith.

On September 18, 2009, the stark black and white banner symbolizing
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over
the White House, the Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and
Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the World
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War II Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, United States post offices, national cemeteries, and
other locations across our country. It is a powerful reminder that our
Nation will never cease in our commitment to honor those who have
paid so high a price in its service.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 18, 2009, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day, and I urge all
Americans to observe this day of honor and remembrance with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8420 of September 21, 2009
National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation’s prosperity has been built on the skill and productivity of
our farmers and ranchers. Two centuries ago, many American families
toiled in fields and grasslands so that they might feed themselves.
Today, those in the agricultural sector provide food, fiber, biofuels, and
many other life necessities for millions across our Nation and around
the world. The hard work and talent of those in the agricultural indus-
try, and continued advances in technology and efficiency, have pro-
vided great security to the United States.

As they offer great benefits to our Nation, farmers and ranchers also
face significant risks in the course of their everyday duties. They often
transport and operate heavy and hazardous equipment and work in ex-
treme weather conditions. Farmers may be exposed to pesticides, fer-
tilizers, chemicals, and dust that can be harmful to human health.
They also work in dangerous areas such as wells, silos, and grain ele-
vators. These individuals must take great precautions to protect their
health and safety, especially since rural residents may have to travel
long distances to receive trauma care for an accident-related injury.
They must also take particular care to avoid accidents involving chil-
dren.

As the fall harvest season approaches, I encourage farm and ranch fam-
ilies and workers to participate in farm safety and health programs. I
also encourage them to follow optimal farm safety and health practices.
Businesses and communities, and organizations and neighbors, can en-
courage one another to understand the risks of this work so that we
can prevent accidents, prevent exposure to potential hazards, and save
lives.
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