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and the officials of all other areas under the flag of the United States 
to observe United Nations Day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8442 of October 23, 2009 

National Forest Products Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s forests have helped spur the growth and development that 
has been indispensable to our Nation’s success. They have provided 
timber and water, as well as habitat for wildlife and opportunities for 
recreational activities. As a repository for renewable natural resources, 
forests have supplied the raw materials that have sustained us through-
out our history. During National Forest Products Week, we recognize 
the value of our woodlands and commit ourselves to good stewardship 
and conservation practices that help us to responsibly manage our Na-
tion’s forests. 

As a renewable and recyclable resource, wood is one of our Nation’s 
most environmentally friendly building materials. Wood fiber is used 
throughout our daily lives, from the paper we write on to the offices 
where we work. We value the beauty of wood in our furniture, in our 
homes, and in artwork that surrounds us. Today, modern technology 
and stewardship practices by Federal, State, tribal, and private land-
owners have improved the way we manage our natural resources so 
that forests can meet the needs of current and future generations. 

Forests are one of the foundations on which our Nation was formed; 
they are the backbone of our environment. This week, we recognize the 
value of forest products and the importance of their sustainable use to 
our lives. 

To recognize the importance of products from our forests, the Congress, 
by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the 
week beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as Na-
tional Forest Products Week and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning on the third 
Sunday in October of each year as National Forest Products Week. I 
call on all Americans to celebrate the varied uses and products of our 
forested lands, as well as the people who carry on the tradition of care-
ful stewardship of these precious natural resources for generations to 
come. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
third day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8443 of October 23, 2009 

Declaration of a National Emergency With Respect to the 
2009 H1N1 Influenza Pandemic 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On April 26, 2009, the Secretary of Health and Human Services (the 
‘‘Secretary’’) first declared a public health emergency under section 
319 of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. 247d, in response to 
the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus. The Secretary has renewed that dec-
laration twice, on July 24, 2009, and October 1, 2009. In addition, by 
rapidly identifying the virus, implementing public health measures, 
providing guidance for health professionals and the general public, and 
developing an effective vaccine, we have taken proactive steps to re-
duce the impact of the pandemic and protect the health of our citizens. 
As a Nation, we have prepared at all levels of government, and as indi-
viduals and communities, taking unprecedented steps to counter the 
emerging pandemic. Nevertheless, the 2009 H1N1 pandemic continues 
to evolve. The rates of illness continue to rise rapidly within many 
communities across the Nation, and the potential exists for the pan-
demic to overburden health care resources in some localities. Thus, in 
recognition of the continuing progression of the pandemic, and in fur-
ther preparation as a Nation, we are taking additional steps to facilitate 
our response. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, including sections 201 and 
301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) and con-
sistent with section 1135 of the Social Security Act (SSA), as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 1320b–5), do hereby find and proclaim that, given that the 
rapid increase in illness across the Nation may overburden health care 
resources and that the temporary waiver of certain standard Federal re-
quirements may be warranted in order to enable U.S. health care facili-
ties to implement emergency operations plans, the 2009 H1N1 influ-
enza pandemic in the United States constitutes a national emergency. 
Accordingly, I hereby declare that the Secretary may exercise the au-
thority under section 1135 of the SSA to temporarily waive or modify 
certain requirements of the Medicare, Medicaid, and State Children’s 
Health Insurance programs and of the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act Privacy Rule throughout the duration of the public 
health emergency declared in response to the 2009 H1N1 influenza 
pandemic. In exercising this authority, the Secretary shall provide cer-
tification and advance written notice to the Congress as required by 
section 1135(d) of the SSA (42 U.S.C. 1320b–5(d)). 
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