
124 STAT. 4578 CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS—DEC. 22, 2010 

Eastern Europe, the Western Balkans, and the Black Sea region, 
and has amply participated to the forging of a wider Europe, 
whole and free; 

Whereas Romania’s commitment to meeting the greatest respon-
sibilities and challenges of the 21st century is and has been 
reflected by its contribution to the international efforts of sta-
bilization in Afghanistan and Iraq, its decision to participate 
in the United States missile defense system in Europe, its leader-
ship in regional nonproliferation and arms control, its active 
pursuit of energy security solutions for South Eastern Europe, 
and its substantial role in shaping a strong and effective North 
Atlantic Alliance; 

Whereas the strategic partnership that exists between the United 
States and Romania has greatly advanced the common interests 
of the United States and Romania in promoting transatlantic 
and regional security and free market opportunities, and should 
continue to provide for more economic and cultural exchanges, 
trade and investment, and people-to-people contacts between the 
United States and Romania; 

Whereas the talent, energy, and creativity of the Romanian people 
have nurtured a vibrant society and nation, embracing 
entrepreneurship, technological advance and innovation, and 
rooted deeply in the respect for education, culture, and inter-
national cooperation; and 

Whereas Romanian Americans have contributed greatly to the his-
tory and development of the United States, and their rich cultural 
heritage and commitment to furthering close relations between 
Romania and the United States should be properly recognized 
and praised: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concur-
ring), That Congress— 

(1) celebrates the 130th anniversary of United States- 
Romanian diplomatic relations; 

(2) congratulates the Romanian people on their achieve-
ments as a great nation; and 

(3) reaffirms the deep bonds of trust and values between 
the United States and Romania. 

Agreed to December 22, 2010. 
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124 STAT. 4581 PROCLAMATION 8469—DEC. 31, 2009 

Proclamation 8469 of December 31, 2009 

40th Anniversary of the National Environmental Policy 
Act, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Forty years ago, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was 
signed into law with overwhelming bipartisan support, ushering in a 
new era of environmental awareness and citizen participation in gov-
ernment. NEPA elevated the role of environmental considerations in 
proposed Federal agency actions, and it remains the cornerstone of our 
Nation’s modern environmental protections. On this anniversary, we 
celebrate this milestone in our Nation’s rich history of conservation, 
and we renew our commitment to preserve our environment for the 
next generation. 

NEPA was enacted to ‘‘prevent or eliminate damage to the environ-
ment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man.’’ It 
established concrete objectives for Federal agencies to enforce these 
principles, while emphasizing public involvement to give all Ameri-
cans a role in protecting our environment. It also created the Council 
on Environmental Quality to lead our Government’s conservation ef-
forts and serve as the President’s environmental advisor. 

America’s economic health and prosperity are inexorably linked to the 
productive and sustainable use of our environment. That is why NEPA 
remains a vital tool for my Administration as we work to protect our 
Nation’s environment and revitalize our economy. The American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 reaffirmed NEPA’s role in pro-
tecting public health, safety, and environmental quality, and in ensur-
ing transparency, accountability, and public involvement in our Gov-
ernment. 

Today, my Administration will recognize NEPA’s enactment by recom-
mitting to environmental quality through open, accountable, and re-
sponsible decision making that involves the American public. Our Na-
tion’s long-term prosperity depends upon our faithful stewardship of 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land we sow. With 
smart, sustainable policies like those established under NEPA, we can 
meet our responsibility to future generations of Americans, so they 
may hope to enjoy the beauty and utility of a clean, healthy planet. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 
1, 2010, as the 40th Anniversary of the National Environmental Policy 
Act. I call upon all executive branch agencies to promote public in-
volvement and transparency in their implementation of the National 
Environmental Policy Act. I also encourage every American to learn 
more about the National Environmental Policy Act and how we can all 
contribute to protecting and enhancing our environment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of 
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124 STAT. 4582 PROCLAMATION 8470—JAN. 4, 2010 

the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8470 of January 4, 2010 

National Mentoring Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, mentors in communities across our Nation provide crucial 
support and guidance to young people. Whether a day is spent helping 
with homework, playing catch, or just listening, these moments can 
have an enormous, lasting effect on a child’s life. During National Men-
toring Month, we recognize those who give generously of themselves 
by mentoring young Americans. 

As tutors, coaches, teachers, volunteers, and friends, mentors commit 
their time and energy to kids who may otherwise lack a positive, ma-
ture influence in their lives. Their impact fulfills critical local needs 
that often elude public services. Our government can build better 
schools with more qualified teachers, but a strong role model can moti-
vate students to do their homework. Lawmakers can put more police 
officers on our streets and ensure our children have access to high- 
quality health care, but the advice and example of a trusted adult can 
keep kids out of harm’s way. Mentors are building a brighter future for 
our Nation by helping our children grow into productive, engaged, and 
responsible adults. 

Many of us are fortunate to recall a role model from our own adoles-
cent years who pushed us to succeed or pulled us back from making 
a poor decision. We carry their wisdom with us throughout our lives, 
knowing the unique and timeless gift of mentorship. During this 
month, I encourage Americans to give back by mentoring young people 
in their communities who may lack role models, and pass that pre-
cious gift on to the next generation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 
2010 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon public officials, busi-
ness and community leaders, educators, and Americans across the 
country to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:48 Mar 26, 2012 Jkt 089194 PO 00003 Frm 00004 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\GSDD\STATUTES\2010\PROCS\89194PRC.000 89194PRCdk
ra

us
e 

on
 D

S
K

H
T

7X
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 K

1


	89194PT4F.PDF
	Blank Page
	Blank Page


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-12-30T17:07:04-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




