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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
16, 2010, as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all Americans to com-
memorate this day with events and activities that teach us about this
critical foundation of our Nation’s liberty, and show us how we can
protect it for future generations here and around the world.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8475 of January 20, 2010
National Angel Island Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

One hundred years ago, the Angel Island Immigration Station in San
Francisco Bay opened for the first time, and an important chapter of
the American narrative began. It would be written by those who
walked through the station’s doors over the next three decades. From
the cities, villages, and farms of their birth, they journeyed across the
Pacific, seeking better lives for themselves and their children. Many ar-
rived at Angel Island, weary but hopeful, only to be unjustly confined
for months or, in some cases, years. As we remember their struggle, we
honor all who have been drawn to America by dreams of limitless op-
portunity.

Unlike immigrants who marveled at the Statue of Liberty upon arrival
at Ellis Island, those who came to Angel Island were greeted by an in-
take facility that was sometimes called the “Guardian of the Western
Gate.” Racially prejudiced immigration laws of the time subjected
many to rigorous exams and interrogations, as well as detention in
crowded, unsanitary barracks. Some expressed themselves by carving
poetry and inscriptions into the walls in their native language—from
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean to Russian, German, and Urdu. These
etchings remain on Angel Island today as poignant reminders of the
immigrant experience and an unjust time in our history.

If there is any vindication for the Angel Island immigrants who en-
dured so many hardships, it is the success achieved by those who were
allowed entry, and the many who, at long last, gained citizenship.
They have contributed immeasurably to our Nation as leaders in every
sector of American life. The children of Angel Island have seized the
opportunities their ancestors saw from across an ocean. By dem-
onstrating that all things are possible in America, this vibrant commu-
nity has created a beacon of hope for future generations of immigrants.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
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21, 2010, as National Angel Island Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to learn more about the history of Angel Island and to
observe this anniversary with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8476 of February 1, 2010
National African American History Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the centuries since African Americans first arrived on our shores,
they have known the bitterness of slavery and oppression, the hope of
progress, and the triumph of the American Dream. African American
history is an essential thread of the American narrative that traces our
Nation’s enduring struggle to perfect itself. Each February, we recog-
nize African American History Month as a moment to reflect upon how
far we have come as a Nation, and what challenges remain. This year’s
theme, “The History of Black Economic Empowerment,” calls upon us
to honor the African Americans who overcame injustice and inequality
to achieve financial independence and the security of self empower-
ment that comes with it.

Nearly 100 years after the Civil War, African Americans still faced
daunting challenges and indignities. Widespread racial prejudice in-
hibited their opportunities, and institutional discrimination such as
black codes and Jim Crow laws denied them full citizenship rights. De-
spite these seemingly impossible barriers, pioneering African Ameri-
cans blazed trails for themselves and their children. They became
skilled workers and professionals. They purchased land, and a new
generation of black entrepreneurs founded banks, educational institu-
tions, newspapers, hospitals, and businesses of all kinds.

This month, we recognize the courage and tenacity of so many hard-
working Americans whose legacies are woven into the fabric of our Na-
tion. We are heirs to their extraordinary progress. Racial prejudice is
no longer the steepest barrier to opportunity for most African Ameri-
cans, yet substantial obstacles remain in the remnants of past discrimi-
nation. Structural inequalities—from disparities in education and
health care to the vicious cycle of poverty—still pose enormous hur-
dles for black communities across America.

Overcoming today’s challenges will require the same dedication and
sense of urgency that enabled past generations of African Americans to
rise above the injustices of their time. That is why my Administration
is laying a new foundation for long-term economic growth that helps
more than just a privileged few. We are working hard to give small
businesses much-needed credit, to slash tax breaks for companies that
ship jobs overseas, and to give those same breaks to companies that
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