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Proclamation 8501 of April 16, 2010 

National Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims 
and Survivors of Terrorism, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

There is no greater evil than willful violence against innocents. On this 
National Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims and Survivors 
of Terrorism, we pause to remember victims of terrorism at home and 
abroad, we honor the heroes who have supported them, and we redou-
ble our efforts to build the kind of world that is worthy of their legacy. 

Fifteen years ago, terrorists bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, killing over 160 men, women, and chil-
dren, and injuring hundreds more. Even before the dust settled, heroes 
had emerged. First responders, medical professionals, clergy, relief or-
ganizations, local leaders, and everyday citizens stepped forward to 
help victims and their families. Again, when terrorists struck on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and thousands of Americans—and scores of foreign 
nationals—perished in New York City, at the Pentagon, and in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, Americans made a historic effort to assist 
all those affected. The dignity of those who were attacked—and the 
courage of those who came to their aid—reaffirmed the strength of our 
Nation, and the human spirit. 

Terrorists prey on the innocent and vulnerable, and have nothing to 
offer except hatred and destruction. No cause justifies their actions, yet 
they have claimed many victims around the world. Wherever they kid-
nap or kill, they reveal only their own bankrupt vision, and disrupt or 
destroy lives. Their actions impact not only their victims, but the fami-
lies, friends, and fellow citizens of those who are targeted. 

Survivors of terrorism and their families, though bound at first by an-
guish and loss, are united by extraordinary acts of courage, love, faith, 
and commitment. They have risen against terrorism in the aftermath of 
the Oklahoma City bombing, the September 11 attacks, and other inci-
dents of violence around the world. They are giving a voice to victims, 
speaking out against violent and extremist ideologies, easing the suf-
fering of survivors, and helping them heal and hope once more. 

Today, let us honor the good works of this inspiring movement that 
shows us that hope is more powerful than fear, and recognize the sac-
rifice of extraordinary citizens worldwide who have shown fortitude in 
the face of unspeakable tragedy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
19, 2010, as National Day of Service and Remembrance for Victims and 
Survivors of Terrorism. I call upon all departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities of the United States to display the flag of the United 
States at half-staff on this day in honor of the individuals who lost 
their lives as a result of terrorism. I invite the Governors of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and interested organiza-
tions and individuals to join in this observance. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to observe this solemn day of remembrance with appropriate cere- 
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monies, activities, and acts of community service in memory of the vic-
tims and survivors of terrorism worldwide. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8502 of April 20, 2010 

National Equal Pay Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our Nation’s history, extraordinary women have broken 
barriers to achieve their dreams and blazed trails so their daughters 
would not face similar obstacles. Despite decades of progress, pay in-
equity still hinders women and their families across our country. Na-
tional Equal Pay Day symbolizes the day when an average American 
woman’s earnings finally match what an average American man earned 
in the past year. Today, we renew our commitment to end wage dis-
crimination and celebrate the strength and vibrancy women add to our 
economy. 

Our Nation’s workforce includes more women than ever before. In 
households across the country, many women are the sole breadwinner, 
or share this role equally with their partner. However, wage discrimi-
nation still exists. Nearly half of all working Americans are women, yet 
they earn only about 80 cents for every dollar men earn. This gap in-
creases among minority women and those with disabilities. 

Pay inequity is not just an issue for women; American families, com-
munities, and our entire economy suffer as a result of this disparity. 
We are still recovering from our economic crisis, and many hard-
working Americans are still feeling its effects. Too many families are 
struggling to pay their bills or put food on the table, and this challenge 
should not be exacerbated by discrimination. I was proud that the first 
bill I signed into law, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act, 
helps women achieve wage fairness. This law brings us closer to end-
ing pay disparities based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, or 
disability by allowing more individuals to challenge inequality. 

To further highlight the challenges women face and to provide a co-
ordinated Federal response, I established the White House Council on 
Women and Girls. My Administration also created a National Equal 
Pay Enforcement Task Force to bolster enforcement of pay discrimina-
tion laws, making sure women get equal pay for an equal day’s work. 
And, because the importance of empowering women extends beyond 
our borders, my Administration created the first Office for Global 
Women’s Issues at the Department of State. 

We are all responsible for ensuring every American is treated equally. 
From reshaping attitudes to developing more comprehensive commu-
nity-wide efforts, we are taking steps to eliminate the barriers women 
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