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Proclamation 8520 of May 14, 2010

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The transportation networks of early America connected our rapidly
growing Nation with natural waterways and dirt roads, making travel
difficult and time-consuming. In the time since, undeveloped paths
have given way to iron and concrete thoroughfares, and our modern
transportation system has profoundly shaped our landscape, commu-
nities, commerce, and culture. During National Defense Transportation
Day and National Transportation Week, we reaffirm the importance of
an advanced transportation infrastructure to our Nation’s economy and
security, and we thank the dedicated men and women who build and
maintain it.

In times of peace and national crisis, efficient roads, rails, ports, and
airports play a vital role in keeping us safe by enabling the rapid move-
ment of people and resources. The devoted professionals who design
and manage this infrastructure help ensure America has a world-class
logistics and transportation system to support our military readiness
and emergency response capabilities.

Our Nation’s transportation arteries make our economy more efficient,
promoting economic growth, the lifeblood of commerce. The Depart-
ment of Transportation is working closely with State, local, and tribal
governments to ensure billions in transportation funds from the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 are used to improve infra-
structure across America. Through Recovery Act projects, we are re-
pairing crumbling infrastructure, expanding transit capacity, and mod-
ernizing our transportation system to meet national security standards
and the needs of a 21st-century economy.

The ability to travel effectively also strengthens us as a people. Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s creation of our interstate highway system over 50
years ago revolutionized channels of economic and social mobility,
drew together distant areas of our Nation, and helped us maneuver
through dense metropolitan areas. Today, smart, sustainable develop-
ment, coupled with quality public transportation, has created more liv-
able and environmentally sustainable communities for all to enjoy. By
reducing isolation and bringing neighborhoods together, we can con-
tinue to increase access to good jobs, affordable housing, safe streets
and parks, and a healthy food supply.

Working together to upgrade our Nation’s transportation infrastructure,
we will lay a new foundation for long-term growth, security, and pros-
perity in America and give future generations a transportation system
that is second to none.

To recognize the importance of transportation and the Americans who
work to meet our transportation needs, the Congress has requested, by
joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, as amended (36 U.S.C. 120),
that the President designate the third Friday in May of each year as
“National Defense Transportation Day,” and, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 14, 1962, as amended (36 U.S.C. 133), that the week dur-
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ing which that Friday falls be designated as ‘“National Transportation
Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 21, 2010, as Na-
tional Defense Transportation Day and the week of May 16 through
May 22, 2010, as National Transportation Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to recognize the importance of our Nation’s transportation system
and to acknowledge the contributions of the men and women who sup-
port this critical sector.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8521 of May 14, 2010
World Trade Week, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For our Nation to compete and win in the 21st century, we must re-
build our economy on a stronger, more balanced foundation. Part of
that effort will require us to boost our exports, which are critical for
our long-term prosperity and which support millions of American jobs.
World Trade Week is an opportunity for us to reaffirm the importance
of trade to our Nation’s continued economic recovery and growth.

Our Nation is still emerging from an unprecedented economic crisis.
Millions of Americans have lost their jobs and millions more remain
underemployed, limited to part-time work or odd jobs. To help them,
we must do all we can to spur job creation and restore economic secu-
rity. Producing and exporting more goods and services is essential to
strengthening our ability to compete for customers outside our borders.

My Administration is proud to launch the National Export Initiative,
a comprehensive strategy to promote American exports. This initiative
brings senior Government officials together with leaders from the pri-
vate sector to increase trade opportunities for businesses of all sizes,
including individual entrepreneurs. To ensure American companies
have free and fair access to global markets, we are enforcing existing
trade agreements, addressing issues in pending agreements, and forging
new ones that protect our businesses, workers, consumers, and envi-
ronment. We are also opening new markets and encouraging develop-
ment with trade preference programs. These steps will bring us closer
to accomplishing the ambitious goal I set in this year’s State of the
Union address to double our Nation’s exports over the next five years.

As we pursue measures to safeguard our future prosperity, we must re-
member that we still have the most innovative and productive workers
in the world. We have the most dynamic and competitive economy,
and we remain the top exporter of goods and services. As other nations
and markets grow, our leadership will not be guaranteed. Yet, our suc-
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