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prayer. I also ask all Americans to observe the National Moment of Re-
membrance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day.

I request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government,
to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial
Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United
States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request
the people of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from
their homes for the customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8533 of June 10, 2010

90th Anniversary of the Department of Labor Women’s
Bureau, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, American women have played a vital role in
the growth and vitality of our Nation’s economy. They have tirelessly
balanced responsibilities to work, family, and community, strength-
ening our economic leadership and enriching our national life. Today,
there are more women in America’s workforce than ever before, yet
they still face significant obstacles to equal economic opportunity and
advancement.

Recognizing the challenges women confronted in the workforce, the
Congress established the Women’s Bureau in the Department of Labor
on June 5, 1920, 2 months before women gained the right to vote. For
the past 90 years, the Women’s Bureau has been a champion for work-
ing women nationwide through its commitment to advancing employ-
ment opportunities, improving their working conditions, and helping
them achieve economic security.

As women surged into the labor force, the Women’s Bureau tackled the
barriers to their economic advancement. Early in its history, the Wom-
en’s Bureau advocated for the successful inclusion of women under the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, establishing minimum wages and
maximum working hours. The Bureau also played an instrumental role
in the passage of the Equal Pay Act of 1963. And the first law that I
signed as President—the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act—
builds upon these vital protections to ensure people subjected to dis-
crimination have better access to a remedy.

Equal economic opportunity and wage parity are not simply women'’s
issues—they are American issues. As a Nation, we must recommit to
the enduring vision of the Women’s Bureau and work to support all
wage-earning women. With the hard-fought progress of the past as a
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foundation, we can build a better and brighter tomorrow, one in which
our daughters have an equal right and opportunity to pursue the Amer-
ican Dream.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June
11, 2010, as the 90th Anniversary of the Department of Labor Women’s
Bureau. I call upon all Americans to observe this anniversary with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor the Bureau’s
history, accomplishments, and contributions to working women.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8534 of June 10, 2010
King Kamehameha Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Two hundred years ago, King Kamehameha the Great brought the Ha-
waiian Islands together under a unified government. His courage and
leadership earned him a legacy as the “Napoleon of the Pacific,” and
today his humanity is preserved in Ke Kanawai Mamalahoe, or “the
Law of the Splintered Paddle.” This law protects civilians in times of
war and remains enshrined in Hawaii’s constitution as “a unique and
living symbol of the State’s concern for public safety.”

On this bicentennial King Kamehameha Day, we celebrate the history
and heritage of the Aloha State, which has immeasurably enriched our
national life and culture. The Hawaiian narrative is one of both pro-
found triumph and, sadly, deep injustice. It is the story of Native Ha-
waiians oppressed by crippling disease, aborted treaties, and the even-
tual conquest of their sovereign kingdom. These grim milestones re-
mind us of an unjust time in our history, as well as the many pitfalls
in our Nation’s long and difficult journey to perfect itself. Yet, through
the peaks and valleys of our American story, Hawaii’s steadfast sense
of community and mutual support shows the progress that results
when we are united in a spirit of limitless possibility.

In the decades since their persecution, Native Hawaiians have re-
mained resilient. They are part of the diverse people of Hawaii who,
as children of pioneers and immigrants from around the world, carry
on the unique cultures and traditions of their forebears. As Americans,
we can all admire these traits, as well as the raw natural beauty of the
islands themselves. Truly, the Aloha Spirit of Hawaii echoes the Amer-
ican Spirit, representing the opportunities we all have to grow and
learn from one another as we carry our Nation toward a brighter day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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