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The United Nations has made great advances since it first developed
out of ruin and genocide, and, today, this partnership includes 192
member states. Throughout its journey to live up to its founding val-
ues, it has remained an indispensable vehicle for coordinated action to
tackle global problems. In a time when we face challenges such as nu-
clear proliferation, climate change, transnational terrorism, food secu-
rity risks, and pandemic disease, we must work as one to build the
kind of world we want to see in the 21st century.

This vital international body provides a forum and framework for lead-
ers to come together to advance our shared ideals. Through its broad
range of peace operations, it helps limit and resolve conflicts that
could otherwise threaten the security of individuals and the stability
of nations. The United Nations’ humanitarian assistance lifts up count-
less lives, supporting nations in meeting the most immediate human
needs and in building their own capabilities. Its history of rushing as-
sistance to disaster victims was reflected this year in its response to
the devastating earthquake in Haiti, which also claimed the lives of
many United Nations officers. And, through its health, education, and
development programs, the United Nations is helping empower the
next generation of world leaders. Although difficulties remain, the dia-
logue fostered and actions taken by the United Nations will continue
to strengthen the foundations of freedom across the globe.

Though the future we envision for all the world’s children may not
come easily, the founding of the United Nations itself is a testament
to human progress. Let us continue to be guided by its founders’ soar-
ing example, and move through the conflicts and divisions of our time
to a day when people from every part of this world can live together
in peace.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October
24, 2010, as United Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States,
and the officials of all other areas under the flag of the United States,
to observe United Nations Day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sec-
ond day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8590 of October 29, 2010
Military Family Month, 2010
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

We owe each day of security and freedom that we enjoy to the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces and their families. Behind our brave service
men and women, there are family members and loved ones who share
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in their sacrifice and provide unending support. During Military Fam-
ily Month, we celebrate the exceptional contributions of our military
families, and we reaffirm our commitments to these selfless individuals
who exemplify the highest principles of our Nation.

Across America, military families inspire us all with their courage,
strength, and deep devotion to our country. They endure the chal-
lenges of multiple deployments and moves; spend holidays and life
milestones apart; juggle everyday tasks while a spouse, parent, son, or
daughter is in harm’s way; and honor the service of their loved ones
and the memory of those lost.

Just as we hold a sacred trust to the extraordinary Americans willing
to lay down their lives to protect us all, we also have a national com-
mitment to support and engage our military families. They are proud
to serve our country; yet, they face unique challenges because of that
service. My Administration has taken important steps to help them
shoulder their sacrifice, and we are working to ensure they have the
resources to care for themselves and the tools to reach their dreams.
We are working to improve family resilience, enhance the educational
experience of military children, and ensure military spouses have em-
ployment and advancement opportunities, despite the relocations and
deployment cycles of military life. Our historic investment to build a
21st-century Department of Veterans Affairs is helping to provide our
veterans with the benefits and care they have earned. We are also
standing with our service members and their families as they transition
back into civilian life, providing counseling as well as job training and
placement. And, through the Post-9/11 GI Bill, our veterans and their
families can pursue the dream of higher education.

However, Government can only do so much. While only a fraction of
Americans are in military families, all of us share in the responsibility
of caring for our military families and veterans, and all sectors of our
society are better off when we reach out and work together to support
these patriots. By offering job opportunities and workplace flexibility,
businesses and companies can benefit from the unparalleled dedication
and skills of a service member or military spouse. Through coordina-
tion with local community groups, individuals and organizations can
ensure our military families have the help they need and deserve when
a loved one is deployed. Even the smallest actions by neighbors and
friends send a large message of profound gratitude to the families who
risk everything to see us safe and free.

As America asks ever more of military families, they have a right to
expect more of us—it is our national challenge and moral obligation
to uphold that promise. If we hold ourselves to the same high standard
of excellence our military families live by every day, we will realize
the vision of an America that supports and engages these heroes now
and for decades to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 2010 as Military Family Month. I call on all Americans to honor
military families through private actions and public service for the tre-
mendous contributions they make in support of our service members
and our Nation.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8591 of October 29, 2010
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Alzheimer’s disease tragically robs individuals of their memories and
leads to progressive mental and physical impairments. This eventually
fatal disease represents a serious and growing threat to the health of
our Nation, impacting millions of Americans and their families. During
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, we recommit to im-
proving its detection and treatment, finding a cure, and standing with
all whose lives are affected by this terrible disease.

As we continue our fight against Alzheimer’s disease, we must seek
new ways to prevent, delay, and treat this disease. Through the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act, we are boosting funding for
promising research on risk factors, on improving diagnostic tools and
therapies, and in identifying new preventive measures.

This year’s landmark Affordable Care Act also makes important
progress for those living with Alzheimer’s disease, as well as their
loved ones and caretakers. This legislation establishes the Cures Accel-
eration Network, which will advance cutting-edge research, aid in the
development of highly needed cures, and reduce barriers between lab-
oratory discoveries and clinical trials for debilitating and life-threat-
ening conditions like Alzheimer’s disease. The Affordable Care Act
seeks to improve care by training nursing home workers who care for
residents with dementia and establishes the Community Living Assist-
ance Services and Supports (CLASS) Program, a new national long-
term care insurance option. This legislation also provides Medicare
beneficiaries with free annual wellness visits to increase the likelihood
of early cognitive impairment detection, allowing patients and families
to better plan for care needs. And by 2014, Americans living with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other pre-existing conditions will not have to
worry about having their insurance coverage discontinued or denied.

The human cost of Alzheimer’s disease is staggering. We can—and
must—come together to address this growing health challenge. Caring
for a person with Alzheimer’s disease is a full-time, non-stop job, and
this month, we also honor the compassionate caregivers and medical
professionals who provide endless comfort and attention to those fac-
ing Alzheimer’s disease. Until we find more effective treatments and
a cure, we must continue to support both Alzheimer’s disease research
and the caregivers and victims of this devastating disease.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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