AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

124 STAT. 4744 PROCLAMATION 8597—NOV. 1, 2010

Proclamation 8597 of November 1, 2010

National Adoption Month, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Giving a child a strong foundation—a home, a family to love, and a
safe place to grow—is one of life’s greatest and most generous gifts.
Through adoption, both domestic and international, Americans from
across our country have provided secure environments for children
who need them, and these families have benefited from the joy an
adopted child can bring. Thanks to their nurturing and care, more
young people have been able to realize their potential and lead full,
happy lives. This year, we celebrate National Adoption Month to rec-
ognize adoption as a positive and powerful force in countless Amer-
ican lives, and to encourage the adoption of children from foster care.

Currently, thousands of children await adoption or are in foster care,
looking forward to permanent homes. These children can thrive, reach
their full potential, and spread their wings when given the loving and
firm foundation of family. Adoptive families come in many forms, and
choose to adopt for different reasons: a desire to grow their family
when conceiving a child is not possible, an expression of compassion
for a child who would otherwise not have a permanent family, or sim-
ply because adoption has personally touched their lives. For many
Americans, adoption has brought boundless purpose and joy to their
lives. We must do all we can to break down barriers to ensure that all
qualified caregivers have the ability to serve as adoptive families.

This year, on November 20, families, adoption advocates, policy-
makers, judges, and volunteers will celebrate the 11th annual National
Adoption Day in communities large and small. National Adoption Day
is a day of hope and happiness when courthouses finalize the adop-
tions of children out of foster care. Last year, Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Kathleen Sebelius was honored to preside over a cere-
mony celebrating two foster care adoptions as part of my Administra-
tion’s support for this important day.

Adoptive families are shining examples of the care and concern that
define our great Nation. To support adoption in our communities, my
Administration is working with States to support families eager to pro-
vide for children in need of a place to call home. The landmark Afford-
able Care Act increases and improves the Adoption Tax Credit, ena-
bling adoption to be more affordable and accessible. As part of the
Adoption Incentives program, States can also receive awards for in-
creasing adoptions and the number of children adopted from foster
care. AdoptUsKids, a project of the Department of Health and Human
Services, offers technical support to States, territories, and tribes to re-
cruit and retain foster and adoptive families; provides information and
assistance to families considering adoption; and supports parents al-
ready on that journey. I encourage all Americans to visit
AdoptUsKids.org or ChildWelfare.gov/Adoption for information and re-
sources on adoption, including adoption from foster care.
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As we observe National Adoption Month, we honor the loving embrace
of adoptive families and the affirming role of adoption in the lives of
American families and our country. Let us all commit to supporting
our children in any way that we are able—whether opening our hearts
and homes through adoption, becoming foster parents to provide qual-
ity temporary care to children in crisis, supporting foster and adoptive
families in our communities and places of worship, mentoring young
people in need of guidance, or donating time to helping children in
need. Working together, we can shape a future of hope and promise
for all of our Nation’s children.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 2010 as National Adoption Month. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this month by answering the call to find homes for every child
in America in need of a permanent and caring family, as well as to
support the families who care for them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8598 of November 5, 2010
Veterans Day, 2010

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Veterans Day, we come together to pay tribute to the men and
women who have worn the uniform of the United States Armed
Forces. Americans across this land commemorate the patriots who
have risked their lives to preserve the liberty of our Nation, the fami-
lies who support them, and the heroes no longer with us. It is not our
weapons or our technology that make us the most advanced military
in the world; it is the unparalleled spirit, skill, and devotion of our
troops. As we honor our veterans with ceremonies on this day, let our
actions strengthen the bond between a Nation and her warriors.

In an unbroken line of valor stretching across more than two centuries,
our veterans have charged into harm’s way, sometimes making the ulti-
mate sacrifice, to protect the freedoms that have blessed America.
Whether Active Duty, Reserve, or National Guard, they are our Na-
tion’s finest citizens, and they have shown the heights to which Ameri-
cans can rise when asked and inspired to do so. Our courageous troops
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and around the globe have earned their place
alongside previous generations of great Americans, serving selflessly,
tour after tour, in conflicts spanning nearly a decade.

Long after leaving the uniform behind, many veterans continue to serve
our country as public servants and mentors, parents and community
leaders. They have added proud chapters to the story of America, not
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