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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8626 of January 31, 2011

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and
Prevention Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month re-
flects our Nation’s growing understanding that violence within rela-
tionships often begins during adolescence. Each year, about one in four
teens report being the victim of verbal, physical, emotional, or sexual
violence. Abusive relationships can impact adolescent development,
and teens who experience dating violence may suffer long-term nega-
tive behavioral and health consequences. Adolescents in controlling or
violent relationships may carry these dangerous and unhealthy pat-
terns into future relationships. The time to break the cycle of teen dat-
ing violence is now, before another generation falls victim to this trag-
edy.

Though many communities face the problem of teen dating violence,
young people can be afraid to discuss it, or they may not recognize the
severity of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse. Parents and other
adults can also be uncomfortable acknowledging that young people ex-
perience abuse, or may be unaware of its occurrence. To help stop
abuse before it starts, mentors and leaders must stress the importance
of mutual respect and challenge representations in popular culture that
can lead young people to accept unhealthy behavior in their relation-
ships.

Our efforts to take on teen dating violence must address the social re-
alities of adolescent life today. Technology such as cell phones, email,
and social networking websites play a major role in many teenagers’
lives, but these tools are sometimes tragically used for control, stalking,
and victimization. Emotional abuse using digital technology, including
frequent text messages, threatening emails, and the circulation of em-
barrassing messages or photographs without consent, can be dev-
astating to young teens. I encourage concerned teens, parents, and
loved ones to contact the National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline at 1—
866—331-9474 or visit www.LovelsRespect.org to receive immediate
and confidential advice and referrals.

My Administration is committed to engaging a broad spectrum of com-
munity partners to curb and prevent teen dating violence. The Depart-
ment of Justice’s Office on Violence Against Women supports collabo-
rative efforts to enhance teens’ understanding of healthy relationships,
help them identify signs of abuse, and assist them in locating services.
Resources are available at: www.OVW.USDO]J.gov/teen—dating—vio-
lence.htm. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also provide
tools to help prevent dating violence among teens. More information
is available at: www.CDC.gov/ChooseRespect.
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During National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention
Month—and throughout the year—let each of us resolve to do our part
to break the silence and create a culture of healthy relationships for all
our young people. Adults who respect themselves, their partners, and
their neighbors demonstrate positive behaviors to our children—les-
sons that will help them lead safe and happy lives free from violence.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Feb-
ruary 2011 as National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Preven-
tion Month. I call upon all Americans to support efforts in their com-
munities and schools, and in their own families, to empower young
people to develop healthy relationships throughout their lives and to
engage in activities that prevent and respond to teen dating violence.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8627 of February 1, 2011
National African American History Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The great abolitionist and orator Frederick Douglass once told us, “If
there is no struggle, there is no progress.” Progress in America has not
come easily, but has resulted from the collective efforts of generations.
For centuries, African American men and women have persevered to
enrich our national life and bend the arc of history toward justice.
From resolute Revolutionary War soldiers fighting for liberty to the
hardworking students of today reaching for horizons their ancestors
could only have imagined, African Americans have strengthened our
Nation by leading reforms, overcoming obstacles, and breaking down
barriers. During National African American History Month, we cele-
brate the vast contributions of African Americans to our Nation’s his-
tory and identity.

This year’s theme, “African Americans and the Civil War,” invites us
to reflect on 150 years since the start of the Civil War and on the patri-
ots of a young country who fought for the promises of justice and
equality laid out by our forbearers. In the Emancipation Proclamation,
President Abraham Lincoln not only extended freedom to those still
enslaved within rebellious areas, he also opened the door for African
Americans to join the Union effort.

Tens of thousands of African Americans enlisted in the United States
Army and Navy, making extraordinary sacrifices to help unite a frac-
tured country and free millions from slavery. These gallant soldiers,
like those in the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, served with
distinction, braving both intolerance and the perils of war to inspire
a Nation and expand the domain of freedom. Beyond the battlefield,
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