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stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2 of each year as World Autism Awareness Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to learn more about autism and what they can do 
to support individuals on the autism spectrum and their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8648 of April 6, 2011 

National D.A.R.E. Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we must work to raise a drug-free and healthy generation 
of 21st-century leaders. Substance abuse and its consequences have 
grave impacts on our society—destroying lives, tearing apart families, 
and introducing drug-related violence to our neighborhoods. Young 
Americans especially need the help and support of caring adults to re-
sist pressure to use drugs or engage in other harmful activities. 

We must address the use of illegal drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, as well 
as prescription drug abuse, among youth by building knowledge of the 
warning signs and risks associated with substance abuse. Though par-
ents must take the lead in teaching the value of drug-free living, 
friends, mentors, teachers, and neighbors also have roles to play in 
helping adolescents understand the dangers of alcohol and drug addic-
tion. By joining together to tackle this issue and encourage positive be-
havior, communities can help young people reject the pressure to try 
illicit substances or engage in other hazardous activity. I encourage stu-
dents, caregivers, and other concerned individuals to visit 
www.DrugAbuse.gov for educational materials on the health effects 
and consequences of drug abuse and addiction. 

Law enforcement is often a critical partner in implementing commu-
nity-based drug abuse prevention strategies. The Drug Abuse Resist-
ance Education (D.A.R.E.) program, in addition to many other preven-
tion efforts across our country, serves as a resource in helping educate 
young people on how to resist peer pressure and refrain from drug use 
and violence. 

My Administration is committed to reducing drug use and its con-
sequences through a balanced approach that includes prevention, treat-
ment, and law enforcement, and we are supporting national efforts to 
prevent drug use before it starts. As we work to reduce substance abuse 
and the great damage it causes in our communities, we will make our 
country stronger and our people healthier and safer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
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125 STAT. 1992 PROCLAMATION 8649—APR. 7, 2011 

7, 2011, as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8649 of April 7, 2011 

National Volunteer Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America’s story has been marked by the service of volunteers. Genera-
tions of selfless individuals from all walks of life have served each 
other and our Nation, each person dedicated to making tomorrow bet-
ter than today. They exemplify the quintessential American idea that 
we can change things, make things better, and solve problems when we 
work together. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our schools and shelters, hospitals and 
hotlines, and faith-based and community groups. From mentoring at- 
risk youth and caring for older Americans to supporting our veterans 
and military families and rebuilding after disasters, these everyday he-
roes make a real and lasting impact on the lives of millions of women 
and men across the globe. 

Last year, nearly 63 million Americans gave of themselves through 
service. Their compassion is a testament to the generosity of the Amer-
ican spirit. In difficult times, Americans are coming together—tackling 
our challenges instead of ignoring them—and renewing the principle 
that we are our brother’s keeper and our sister’s keeper. 

Today, as many Americans face hardship, we need volunteers more 
than ever. Service opportunities tap the energy and ingenuity of our 
greatest resource—the American people—to improve our neighbor-
hoods and our world. My Administration is committed to investing in 
community solutions and increasing opportunities for Americans to 
serve. The bipartisan Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act strength-
ened the programs of the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, which engage millions of citizens each year in service through 
Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America. We are 
building the capacity of organizations and communities to tackle their 
own problems by investing in social innovation and volunteer cultiva-
tion. And through United We Serve, a national call to service, we are 
making it easier for women and men of all ages to find volunteer op-
portunities or create their own projects where they see a need. 

During National Volunteer Week, we celebrate the profound impact of 
volunteers and encourage all Americans to discover their own power 
to make a difference. Every one of us has a role to play in making our 
communities and our country stronger. I encourage all Americans to 
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