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Proclamation 8667 of April 29, 2011 

National Day of Prayer, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Throughout our history, Americans have turned to prayer for strength, 
inspiration, and solidarity. 

Prayer has played an important role in the American story and in shap-
ing our Nation’s leaders. President Abraham Lincoln once said, ‘‘I have 
been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming convic-
tion that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom and that of all 
about me seemed insufficient for the day.’’ The late Coretta Scott King 
recounted a particularly difficult night, during the Montgomery bus 
boycott, when her husband, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
received a threatening phone call and prayed at the kitchen table, say-
ing, ‘‘Lord, I have nothing left. I have nothing left. I have come to the 
point where I can’t face it alone.’’ Dr. King said, in that moment of 
prayer, he was filled with a sense of comfort and resolve, which his 
wife credited as a turning point in the civil rights movement. 

It is thus fitting that, from the earliest years of our country’s history, 
Congress and Presidents have set aside days to recognize the role pray-
er has played in so many definitive moments in our history. On this 
National Day of Prayer, let us follow the example of President Lincoln 
and Dr. King. Let us be thankful for the liberty that allows people of 
all faiths to worship or not worship according to the dictates of their 
conscience, and let us be thankful for the many other freedoms and 
blessings that we often take for granted. 

Let us pray for the men and women of our Armed Forces and the many 
selfless sacrifices they and their families make on behalf of our Nation. 
Let us pray for the police officers, firefighters, and other first respond-
ers who put themselves in harm’s way every day to protect their fellow 
citizens. And let us ask God for the sustenance and guidance for all 
of us to meet the great challenges we face as a Nation. 

Let us remember in our thoughts and prayers those who have been af-
fected by natural disasters at home and abroad in recent months, as 
well as those working tirelessly to render assistance. And, at a time 
when many around the world face uncertainty and unrest, but also 
hold resurgent hope for freedom and justice, let our prayers be with 
men and women everywhere who seek peace, human dignity, and the 
same rights we treasure here in America. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as amended, has called on the 
President to issue each year a proclamation designating the first Thurs-
day in May as a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2011, as a National Day 
of Prayer. I invite all citizens of our Nation, as their own faith or con-
science directs them, to join me in giving thanks for the many bless-
ings we enjoy, and I ask all people of faith to join me in asking God 
for guidance, mercy, and protection for our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and 
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8668 of May 3, 2011 

50th Anniversary of the Freedom Rides 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fifty years ago, America was struggling to implement the ideals of jus-
tice and equality set forth in our founding. The Freedom Rides, orga-
nized in the spring of 1961, were an interracial, nonviolent effort to 
protest the practice of segregation. Setting out from Washington, D.C., 
on May 4, 1961, the Freedom Riders sought to actualize the decision 
in Boynton v. Virginia, which held that interstate passengers had a 
right to be served without discrimination, and to challenge the enforce-
ment of local segregation laws and practices. 

The Freedom Rides, organized by the Congress of Racial Equality 
(CORE), the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and 
other devoted advocates, built upon the boycotts and sit-ins that were 
defying Jim Crow segregation across the South. The Freedom Riders 
themselves were black and white, often students and young people, 
and committed to the cause of nonviolent resistance. Along the way, 
buses were attacked and men and women were intimidated, arrested, 
and brutally beaten. The publicity generated by the courageous Free-
dom Riders as they faced continued violence and complicit local po-
lice drew the attention of the Kennedy Administration and Americans 
across our country. 

Through their defiant journeys, the Freedom Riders sent a resounding 
message to the rest of our Nation that desegregation was a moral imper-
ative. The Freedom Riders also motivated and mobilized the next gen-
eration of civil rights leaders. The unflinching bravery and unyielding 
commitment of the Freedom Riders inspired many of those involved 
to become lifelong activists, organizers, and leaders in the civil rights 
movement. 

Today, we remember the Freedom Riders for the sacrifices they made 
in pursuit of the rights we now enjoy. They showed that people work-
ing together across backgrounds and boundaries could hold America 
accountable to our highest ideals and bend the arc of history towards 
justice. They showed that young people have the power to generate a 
movement for equality and steer the course of our Nation. Because of 
their efforts, and the work of those who marched and stood against in-
justice, we live in a country where all Americans have the right to 
dream and choose their own destiny. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 
2011 as the 50th Anniversary of the Freedom Rides. I call upon all 
Americans to participate in ceremonies and activities that honor the 
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