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pay respect to all women raising children. Today, we continue to cele-
brate the influence, love, and nurturing our mothers provide in our
lives and in our national life.

To support the parents who are raising tomorrow’s leaders, my Admin-
istration is committed to doing all we can to create jobs and economic
opportunities for families across America. We are striving to help
mothers in the workplace by enforcing equal pay laws and addressing
workplace flexibility as families balance the demands of work, child
and elder care, and education. My budget strengthens the Child and
Dependent Care Tax Credit to help families afford the cost of quality
childcare. The tax-cut package we passed last December extended ex-
pansions of the Child Tax Credit and Earned Income Tax Credit, pro-
viding a tax cut for 15.7 million families with about 29.1 million chil-
dren. The Affordable Care Act gives women more access to health care
and better resources to protect the health of their families by requiring
new insurance plans to cover wellness benefits for children, ending the
exclusion of pre-existing conditions by insurance companies, and ex-
tending parents’ health coverage for young adults up to age 26. First
Lady Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move!” initiative is also providing moth-
ers with helpful tools to support their children’s healthy growth.

Mothers are the rocks of our families and a foundation in our commu-
nities. In gratitude for their generous love, patient counsel, and lifelong
support, let us pay respect to the women who carry out the hard work
of motherhood with skill and grace, and let us remember those mothers
who, though no longer with us, inspire us still.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914, (38 Stat.
770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as “Mother’s
Day” and requested the President to call for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 8, 2011, as Mother’s Day.
I urge all Americans to express their love, respect, and gratitude to
mothers everywhere, and I call upon all citizens to observe this day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8672 of May 9, 2011
National Building Safety Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Building safety is a critical component of our homeland security, our
personal and public safety, the protection of property, and our eco-
nomic well-being. While disasters have had devastating and heart-
breaking effects in our country and around the world, modern building
safety standards and fire prevention codes help us withstand, mitigate,
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and rapidly recover from hurricanes, winter storms, tornadoes, earth-
quakes, and floods.

It is our collective responsibility as a Nation—nonprofit organizations
and the public and private sectors—to implement effective standards
and codes that sustain safe and resilient structures. We need innova-
tion and partnerships at all levels of society to develop transformative
breakthroughs in building materials and construction techniques that
strengthen the integrity of our homes, workplaces, and commercial fa-
cilities.

Building safety and fire prevention officials, architects, engineers, de-
sign professionals, builders, and others in the construction industry
work every day to ensure the sound construction of buildings and the
safety of our citizens. Their efforts to construct or retrofit buildings that
utilize state-of-the-art safety, energy efficiency, and fire prevention
standards are important to our national resilience and our ability to
compete in the 21st-century economy.

As a resilient Nation, we must continue to do everything in our power
to enhance our ability to withstand and rapidly recover from natural
and manmade disasters, disruptions, and emergencies.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
2011 as National Building Safety Month. I encourage citizens, govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, nonprofit organizations, and other
interested groups to join in activities that will increase awareness of
building safety, and I further urge Americans to learn more about how
they can contribute to building safety at home and in their commu-
nities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8673 of May 12, 2011
Small Business Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our country started as an idea, and it took hard-working, dedicated,
and visionary patriots to make it a reality. Successful businesses start
much the same way—as ideas realized by entrepreneurs who dream of
a better world and work until they see it through. From the family
businesses that anchor Main Street to the high-tech startups that keep
America on the cutting edge, small businesses are the backbone of our
economy and the cornerstones of America’s promise.

Throughout our economic recovery, persevering small businesses have
helped put our country back on track. Countless new and saved jobs
have come from small businesses who took advantage of tax relief, ac-
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