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ing reproductive organs. The National Cancer Institute is researching
new ways to detect ovarian cancer, publishing a comprehensive study
of the most aggressive types of ovarian cancer, and conducting clinical
trials for new combinations of therapy. And this year, agencies across
the Federal Government, from the National Institutes of Health to the
Department of Defense, have committed to supporting ovarian cancer
prevention and treatment research.

So many lives have been touched by ovarian cancer—from the women
who fight this disease, to the families who join their loved ones in
fighting their battle. In the memory of all the brave women who have
lost their lives to ovarian cancer, and in support of generations of
women to come, let us recommit to reaching a safer, healthier future
for all our citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2011 as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon
citizens, government agencies, organizations, health-care providers,
and research institutions to raise ovarian cancer awareness and con-
tinue helping Americans live longer, healthier lives. And I urge women
across the country to talk to their health-care providers and learn more
about this disease.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8704 of September 1, 2011

National Wilderness Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The mystery and wonder of wilderness is deeply rooted in our national
character. For many of the first Americans—American Indians and
Alaska Natives—the wilderness provided a source of sustenance and a
foundation for their ways of life. Later, as explorers and the pioneers
of a young country moved west, they found adventure and new begin-
nings in the landscapes of our Nation.

As we continue our country’s proud journey and explore new opportu-
nities in the 21st century, the importance of maintaining our wilder-
ness has only grown. Protecting our wilderness areas and their riches—
clean water, stretches of undisturbed land, thriving wildlife, and
healthy ecosystems—is critical to the health of our environment and
our communities. Today, wilderness areas serve as places for us to
roam, hunt, fish, and find solitude. They are also strong engines of
local economies, providing tourism and recreation revenue for commu-
nities.
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To help preserve our natural surroundings, I established the America’s
Great Outdoors Initiative to advance a conservation agenda for the 21st
century, with ideas stemming directly from the American people. We
are working with State, local, and tribal communities to support com-
munity-driven initiatives that embody the values and character of our
wilderness heritage and other landscapes. And in recognition of the
importance of our wilderness, my Administration has expanded pro-
tected wilderness areas by 2 million acres.

From our earliest days, America’s identity has been tied to the power-
ful waterfalls, soaring peaks, and vast plains of its land. As a people,
we are defined by its diversity and empowered by its richness. This
month, we honor this land that we love, and commit to ensuring our
wilderness remains a place where all can experience the spirit that has
shaped America. During National Wilderness Month, let each of us em-
brace our Nation’s legacy of protecting and preserving our vast wilder-
ness for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2011 as National Wilderness Month. I invite all Americans to
visit and enjoy our wilderness areas, to learn about their vast history,
and to aid in the protection of our precious national treasures.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8705 of September 1, 2011

National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across America, thousands of courageous children fight pediatric can-
cer each year, facing life-threatening battles that would challenge men
and women of any age. They are cared for by loving families, friends,
and communities who band together to support children in times of
great need. From raising money for research and hospital stays to offer-
ing compassionate assistance to families who have lost loved ones,
Americans are working every day to combat childhood cancer.

Today, research advances have made pediatric cancer more treatable
than ever before. The five-year survival rate for young patients has
risen to 80 percent in the past half century, but serious challenges re-
main. Children who survive cancer frequently struggle with significant
complications later in life and researchers are working to develop treat-
ments specifically for pediatric cancer. We still know too little about
the causes in young people, and cancer remains the leading cause of
death by disease for children in America under the age of 15.
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