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As we work to better understand and combat these destructive dis-
eases, my Administration is working to lift some of the burden on fam-
ilies affected by them. Because of the Affordable Care Act, insurance 
companies can no longer deny insurance to children because of pre- 
existing conditions, meaning that children who are currently suffering 
from or have survived cancer must be covered. Insurance companies 
are also banned from rejecting insurance for children participating in 
clinical studies, in which the vast majority of children with cancer take 
part. And the Affordable Care Act prohibits insurance companies from 
imposing lifetime dollar limits on health benefits—freeing cancer pa-
tients and their families from worry of long-term treatment afford-
ability. Meanwhile, the National Cancer Institute continues to conduct 
and fund research on the causes of these diseases, linking research on 
genetics and adult cancers to more effective treatments for children. 

Too many children and their families have faced the harmful effects 
of cancer. In memory of the young lives taken from us far too soon, 
and in honor of the families who stood beside them, we continue to 
support researchers, doctors, and advocates working to improve treat-
ments, find cures, and reach a tomorrow where all our children can 
lead full and healthy lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2011 as National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. I also 
encourage all Americans to join me in reaffirming our commitment to 
fighting childhood cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8706 of September 1, 2011 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Prostate cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths 
among men in the United States. The weight of this illness is felt not 
only by the men living with and fighting prostate cancer, but also by 
their families, friends, and communities who rally to care for their 
loved ones. As we observe National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
we renew our commitment to reducing the impact of prostate cancer 
on our country by raising awareness and supporting research that will 
lead to better ways to detect and treat this disease. 

Although the exact causes of prostate cancer are not yet known, studies 
show certain factors—including age, race, and family history—may in-
crease the likelihood of developing the disease. African Americans, in 
particular, are at a higher risk than men of other backgrounds. I en-
courage all men, especially those who are at an increased risk, to talk 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:53 Dec 18, 2013 Jkt 099194 PO 00002 Frm 00107 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\GSDD\STATUTES\2011\PROCS\99194PT2.003 99194PT2dk
ra

us
e 

on
 D

S
K

H
T

7X
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 K

1



125 STAT. 2068 PROCLAMATION 8707—SEPT. 2, 2011 

to their doctors about ways they can reduce their chances of devel-
oping prostate cancer. 

My Administration will continue to promote prostate cancer research 
and treatment and raise awareness of this illness. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention support critical research projects and edu-
cation activities that bring a public health perspective to the issues of 
early detection and treatment. The Department of Defense and the Na-
tional Cancer Institute continue to support research, investigate new 
cancer detection methods, and develop innovative imaging methods 
and other diagnostic techniques. The Affordable Care Act also expands 
coverage and gives Americans greater freedom and control over their 
health-care choices. Reforms in the law ban insurance companies from 
dropping individuals when they get sick or imposing lifetime dollar 
limits on health benefits. These changes free cancer patients to focus 
on getting better instead of worrying about whether they will be able 
to afford their treatment. 

During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we reaffirm our 
support for prostate cancer patients and survivors, and commend 
health-care providers, advocates, and researchers for their dedication 
and perseverance. Our combined efforts to increase awareness of pros-
tate cancer and bolster research will help save lives, and our commit-
ment to our fathers, brothers, and sons will contribute to a brighter to-
morrow for future generations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2011 as National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. I encour-
age all citizens, government agencies, private businesses, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other groups to join in activities that will increase 
awareness and prevention of prostate cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8707 of September 2, 2011 

Labor Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, hard-working men and women across America prove that, 
even in difficult times, our country is still home to the most creative, 
dynamic, and talented workers in the world. Generations of working 
people have built this country—from our highways and skylines, to the 
goods and services driving us in the 21st century. On Labor Day and 
throughout the year, we celebrate our Nation’s workers, and we com-
mit to supporting their efforts in moving our economy forward. 
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