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to join me in appropriate activities to remember those who have lost 
their lives to AIDS and to provide support and comfort to those living 
with this disease. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8763 of December 2, 2011 

International Day of Persons With Disabilities, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On International Day of Persons with Disabilities, we recommit to en-
suring people living with disabilities enjoy full equality and 
unhindered participation in all facets of our national life. We recognize 
the myriad contributions that persons with disabilities make at home 
and abroad, and we remember that disability rights are universal rights 
to be recognized and promoted around the world. 

For decades, America has been a global leader in advancing the rights 
of people with disabilities. From the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 to the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Acces-
sibility Act, which I signed last year, we have striven to bring the 
American dream and comprehensive opportunities in education, health 
care, and employment within reach for every individual. These ac-
tions—made possible only through the tireless and ongoing efforts of 
the disability community—affirm our commitment to an equitable and 
just society where every American can play a part in securing a pros-
perous future for our Nation. 

To fulfill this promise not only in America, but around the world, my 
Administration is putting disability rights at the heart of our Nation’s 
foreign policy. With leadership from the Department of State and the 
United States Agency for International Development, we are collabo-
rating across governments and in close consultation with the global 
disability community to expand access to education, health care, HIV/ 
AIDS prevention and treatment, and other development programs. In 
2009, we signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabil-
ities, which seeks to ensure persons with disabilities enjoy the same 
rights and opportunities as all people. If ratified, the Convention would 
provide a platform to encourage other countries to join and implement 
the Convention, laying a foundation for enhanced benefits and greater 
protections for the millions of Americans with disabilities who spend 
time abroad. 

We know from the historic struggle for disability rights in the United 
States that disability inclusion is an ongoing effort, and many chal-
lenges remain in securing fundamental human rights for all persons 
with disabilities around the world. On International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities, we press forward, renewing our dedication to em-
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brace diversity, end discrimination, remove barriers, and uphold the 
rights, dignity, and equal opportunity of all people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Decem-
ber 3, 2011, as International Day of Persons with Disabilities. I call on 
all Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8764 of December 6, 2011 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On a serene Sunday morning 70 years ago, the skies above Pearl Har-
bor were darkened by the bombs of Japanese forces in a surprise attack 
that tested the resilience of our Armed Forces and the will of our Na-
tion. As explosions sounded and battleships burned, brave service 
members fought back fiercely with everything they could find. Unbe-
knownst to these selfless individuals, the sacrifices endured on that in-
famous day would galvanize America and come to symbolize the met-
tle of a generation. 

In the wake of the bombing of our harbor and the crippling of our Pa-
cific Fleet, there were those who declared the United States had been 
reduced to a third-class power. But rather than break the spirit of our 
Nation, the attack brought Americans together and fortified our resolve. 
Patriots across our country answered the call to defend our way of life 
at home and abroad. They crossed oceans and stormed beaches, freeing 
millions from the grip of tyranny and proving that our military is the 
greatest force for liberty and security the world has ever known. On 
the home front, dedicated civilians supported the war effort by repair-
ing wrecked battleships, working in factories, and joining civilian de-
fense organizations to help with salvage programs and plant Victory 
gardens. At this time of great strife, we reminded the world there is 
no challenge we cannot meet; there is no challenge we cannot over-
come. 

On National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, we honor the more than 
3,500 Americans killed or wounded during that deadly attack and pay 
tribute to the heroes whose courage ensured our Nation would recover 
from this vicious blow. Their tenacity helped define the Greatest Gen-
eration and their valor fortified all who served during World War II. 
As a Nation, we look to December 7, 1941, to draw strength from the 
example set by these patriots and to honor all who have sacrificed for 
our freedoms. 
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