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Corumsus Day, 1955

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS Christopher Columbus, with a fleet of three vessels
daringly set sail upon an unknown sea and persevered until he lande
upon a strange shore, thus discovering a new continent and a new
world ; and

WHEREAS appropriate recognition should be given to the memory
of this great navigator, whose exploits have inspired other brave men
throughout the centuries to seek those opportunities which lie beyond
the horizon; and

WHEREAS October 12, 1492, the date of the sighting of land by
Columbus’ intrepid crew, marks the beginning of a new epoch in
mankind’s ever-widening search for a freer and a richer life; and

WHEREAS a grateful Congress, in appreciation of the debt we
owe to Christopher Columbus, by a joint resolution approved April 30,
1934 (48 Stat. 657), requested the President to issue a proclamation
designating October 12 of each year as Columbus Day:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President

of the United States of America, do hereby designate Wednesday, the
twelfth day of October, 1955, as Columbus Day, and I direct that the
flag of the United States be displayed on all Government buildings
on that day. I also invite our citizens to observe this anniversary
with ceremonies designed to honor the discoverer of America.
IN WITNESS EREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.
DONE at the City of Washington this 10th day of October in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-five, and of
[sear] the Independence of the United States of America the
one hundred and eightieth.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
By the President:
Joun Fosrer DuLLes,
Secretary of State.

TaankseiviNg DAy, 1955

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The custom of devoting one day each year to national thanksgiving
is a wise and an ancient one, ha]lr.nwredy by observance in the days
before we became a Nation, and sanctioned throughout the succeeding
generations. It is therefore in keeping with our 5deat. traditions that
at the fruitful season of the waning vear we turn again to Almighty
God in grateful acknowledgement of His manifold blessings.

At this time of thanksgiving, may we express our deep appreciation
of those forebears who, more than three centuries ago, celebrated the
first Thanksgiving Day. Through their industry and courage, our
Nation was hewn from the virgin forest, and through their steadfast-
ness and faith, the ideals of %ﬂerty and justice have become our
cherished inheritance.
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