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I urge State and local governments,
the American Red Cross, the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States, and
business, labor and farm organizations,
as well as schools, civic groups, and pub-
lic-information agencies, to observe Fire
Prevention Week by bringing fire safety
facts effectively to the attention of the
public. I call upon all citizens to under-
stand and personally support the fire
prevention and control efforts of their
respective community fire departments.
I also direct the appropriate Federal
agencies to assist in this effort to reduce
the shameful waste caused by prevent-
able fires.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand and caused the Seal
of the United States of America to be
affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this
twentieth day of July in the year of our

Lord nineteen hundred and
[sEaL] sixty-one, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of
America the one hundred and eighty-
sixth.
JOHN F. KENNEDY

By the President:

DEeAN RUSK,
Secretary of State.

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK, 1961

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

WHEREAS wide knowledge and the
free interchange of thought are essen-
tial to the growth and vitality of our
Nation; and

WHEREAS our political and social in-
stitutions depend for their perpetuation
and strength upon an informed, respon-
sible, and confident people; and

WHEREAS we are at a time of growth
in our country which gives us not only
greater means for the satisfaction of
our material needs but also more oppor-
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tunities for the cultivation of learning
and wisdom; and

WHEREAS it is appropriate that a
special period be set aside each year to
mark the importance of education and
the continuing need to improve and
strengthen it:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F.
KENNEDY, President of the United
States of America, do hereby designate
the period from November 5 through No-
vember 11, 1961, as American Education
Week.

I urge that all of us during that week
take part, through school and commu-
nity, in observances to focus attention
upon the force for good which education
has been and must continue to be in our
national life; and that we honor our
teachers and school officials for whom
every week is education week.

The education of our people should be
a lifelong process by which we continue
to feed new vigor into the lifestream of
the Nation through intelligent, rea-
soned decisions. Let us not think of
education only in terms of its costs, but
rather in terms of the infinite potential
of the human mind that can be realized
through education. Let us think of ed-
ucation as the means of developing our
greatest abilities, because in each of us
there is a private hope and dream which,
fulfilled, can be translated into benefit
for everyone and greater strength for
our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Seal of the United States of America
to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this
twenty-fifth day of July in the year of

our Lord nineteen hundred and
[searL] sixty-one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States
of America the one hundred and eighty-
sixth.
JOHN F. KENNEDY
By the President:

DEAN RUSK,
Secretary of State.
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