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Se
was the tumm%point in the battle against illiteracy. On that date
one year ago the World Congress of Ministers of Education con-
vened in Tehran, Iran to consider the problem.

That Congress, made up in part by a delegation of distinguished
statesmen and scholars sent by the United States Government, estab-
lished the principles which now guide the highly commendable efforts
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion. Through experimental projects UNESCO is creating methods,
techniques, and materials for full-scale literacy programs.

Here at home education is receiving concentrated attention. A
partnership of Federal, State, and local authorities is working to
provide America with an eduecational system commensurate with our
position of world leadership. More than a dozen major pieces of
education legislation enacted in the past three years have added greatly
to the effectiveness of the partnership.

Our efforts for education of quality and equality extend to those
adult citizens who have received little or no formal schooling. They
are not discards of our society. They must share in its economie,
social, and cultural benefits. New adult education programs will
equip them to participate as fully as possible,

The work of the United States of America to eradicate ignorance
does not stop at our shores. Nowhere in the world is the universal
desire to eliminate illiteracy held more passionately than in this Na-
tion which was founded on belief in the dignity, worth, and per-
fectibility of the individual. Our worldwide endeavors—individual,
private, and governmental—are unsurpassed.

In recognition of the foregoing, the Congress has bi: a lé'oint resolu-
tion of August 27, 1966, authorized and requested the President to

roclaim the 8th day of September 1966 as International Literacy
ay:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Segtember 8, 1966,
as International Literacy Day, and call upon the people of the United
States to commemorate that day in ways most appropriate to the
occasion and to reaffirm our strong desire to cooperate with national
and international organizations, private groups, and individuals dedi-
cated to the goal of eliminating the scourge of illiteracy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be ed.

DONE at the City of Washington this 30th day of August in the

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-six, and of

[sear] the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and ninety-first.

By the President: '

Dean Rusk,
Secretary of State.

Eltamber 8, 1966 is the first anniversary of an event which I believe

Ly~xpon B. Jonsow
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Proclamation 3740
VETERANS DAY, 1966
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Since the birth of the Republic, more than half a million Americans
have died for their country on the field of battle. Millions more have
placed themselves as a living shield between their country and her
enemies, emerging unscathed through the benevolence of a merciful
Creator.

We have set aside one day of the year to honor the dead and the
living whose actions have testified to their courage and devotion to
country. On Veterans Day, we honor their heroism, we give thanks
for their sacrifice, and we share—if only briefly and inadequately— the
grief of loved ones who survive them.

We have preserved our freedom only through the continued willing-
ness of brave men and women to risk the sacrifice of their lives for its
sake.

‘We honor those who wore that uniform in da{s past, and those who
wear it today. Especially this year our thoughts go out to the hun-
dreds of thousands who are resisting the forces of aggression and
violence in Vietnam.

‘We can never repay our debt to them, for it is beyond price. But we
can show our recognition of the gift they have made their country.
We can pay tribute to the nobility of man, as it is expressed in a
soldier’s courage.

To this end, the Congress has designated the eleventh of November
as a legal holiday to be known as Veterans Day and has dedicated it
to the cause of world peace (Act of May 13, 1938, 52 Stat. 351, as
amended (5 U.S.C. 87a)).

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, call upon the people of our Nation to
observe Friday, November 11, 1966, as Veterans Day, commemorating
the service of our veterans of past wars, and pledging our full su{)port
to the men and women of today who are continuing the strug%:; for
freedom and peace for which so many have fought and died. t us
join with fervor in this observance.

I direct the appropriate officials of the Government to arrange for
the display of the flag of the United States on all public buildings on
this day. In order that this day may be marked and observed in
accordance with its full purpose and meaning, I request officials of the
Federal, State, and local governments, and civic and patriotic organi-
zations, to give their enthusiastic leadership and support to appro-
priate public ceremonies throughout the Nation.

I also urge all citizens, and particularly students in our schools, col-
leges, and universities, and other younger citizens whose contempo-
raries now continue to support at t personal risk the ideals of
freedom and peace, to take part in these ceremonies to demonstrate to
all the world their support of those who fight today, as well as their
homage to those who have borne the battle for these ideals in previous
times,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Seal of the United States of America to be ed.
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