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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and ninety-second.

Proclamation 3851

CENTENNIAL OF THE SIGNING OF THE 1868 TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN
THE NAVAJO INDIAN TRIBE AND THE UNITED STATES

By The President of The United States of America
A Proclamation

The Navajo Indian Tribe of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah signed
a final e treaty with the United States in 1868, This treaty, signed
.l])‘y 29 Navajo headmen and 10 officers of the United States Army on
une 1, 1868, officially recognized the sovereignty of the Navajo Tribe.

This treaty was ratified by the Senate of the United States on
July 23, 1868, and was proclaimed by President Andrew Johnson on
August 12, 1868,

The terms of the treaty and its mutual acceptance brought to an
end a tragic four-year period of suffering, hardship, deprivation, and
exile of the Navajo Tribe from its usual tribal area to detention at
Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on the banks of the Pecos River.

This is the centennial year of the signing, ratification, and pro-
claiming of the 1868 treaty. In the intervening 100 years, the number
of Navajos has increased from about 8,350 to more than 100,000. And,
contrary to the general trend toward reduction of tribal land holdings,
the Navajo lands have increased from about 3.5 million acres in 1868
to about 12 million acres. The tribe is now the Nation’s largest in
number and resides on the largest reservation.

The tribe’s forest industries, oil and mineral wealth, agriculture,
arts and crafts, and the recent welcome to the reservation of nationall
known manufacturing firms, make the Navajos an outstanding example
of a people who have moved with the new century while still holding
fast to their Indian identity, ancient beliefs, and creeds.

I recited the progress of the Navajos earlier this year when I spoke
by telephone to Indian leaders and supporters gathered at a dinner
in Gallup, New Mexico, formally launching observance of the Navajo
centenniai year.

Last month I mentioned progress of the Navajos in the message I
sent to the Congress on the Indian American—the Forgotten American.

Now, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 17, 1968, has
requested the President to designate the calendar year 1968 as the
centennial of the signing of the peace treaty of 1868. I am happy to
honor this request.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do hereby designate the year 1968 as the
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centennial of the signing of the 1868 Treaty of Peace between the
Navajo Indian Tribe and the United States; and I call upon the
Governors of the States, mayors of cities, and other public officials,
as well as other interested persons, organizations, and groups to
observe this centennial year of a grogressive tribe of Indian Americans
with appropriate celebrations and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
seventeenth day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and ninety-second.

Proclamation 3852

CITIZENSHIP DAY AND CONSTITUTION WEEK, 1968
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On September 17, 1787, the Founding Fathers signed the United
States Constitution—the charter of a government founded upon the
will of the (giovemed, and consecrated to the preservation of freedom,
equality, and justice.

For 181 years, our constitutional government. has remained strong
and vigorous in the protection and advancement of our fundamental
rights and privileges.

We have received a magnificent heritage: a heritage of law and
freedom, of order and liberty. To our generation, as to all others in
the nearly two centuries of the American past, falls the task of gnard-
ing that heritage for ourselves and those who will follow us.

If we seek to suppress individual rights in the quest for order, we
shall betray our democratic heritage.

If we confuse individual rights with license, we shall leave a dis-
ordered land to later Americans, a land where the rights of no one can
be truly secure.

~ Our Constitution, as it has developed through amendment and
interpretation over 181 years, is a powerful star by whose light we
chart the course of order and Ili)erty.

The Congress has wisely made provision for an annual rededication
to the principles and ideals of the Constitution. By a joint resolution
of February 29, 1952 (66 Stat. 9), the Congress designated the seven-
teenth day of September of each year as Citizenship Day, not only to
commemorate the signing of the Constitution on September 17, 1787,
but also to honor those citizens who came of age or were naturalized
during the year. By a resolution of August 2, 1956 (70 Stat. 932), the
Congress requested the President to designate the week beginning
September 17 of each year as Constitution Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, call upon the appropriate officials of the
Government to display the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on Citizenship Day, September 17, 1968. I urge Fed-
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