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have radically altered the conditions of life for most men on our
planet. Relations between men, and between man and his environ-
ment, have been permanently changed by events that began in the
scientific laboratory.

As a result of this revolution in knowledge, it has become possible
for all men to be adequately fed, clothed, and sheltered ; for new energy
resources to be committed to man’s use; for information to be spread
broadly and instantaneously to the remotest regions of the earth.

It has also become possible for man to destroy himself; for local
aggression to be converted into global catastrophe; for mis-informa-
tion and demagoguery to reach millions, and to shape their political
destinies.

The scientific and technological revolution offers man unparalleled
opportunities to liberate—or to enslave—his spirit. He can gain his
freedom from physical want, and lose his identity in the prosperous
streets of great cities. He can move his family to a healthier and more
spacious environment, and lose the sense of community with his fel-
low men. He can free more hours for leisure activity, and find those
honrs empty and purposeless.

Thus his spirit lives in a state of crisis. In the midst of that crisis—
as in days long ago, before “science and technology” were common
words to his tongue—man cries out for meaning, for guidance, for
assurance that his spirit is of value. In the midst of baffling change, he
longs for enduring values. In the impersonal rush of his days, he seeks
a sign that he is known, and accepted, as a unique person.

In this era of science and technology, we have set aside a day of
prayer. Let us use it to thank God for the blessings of human industry
and ingenuity, and to seek His strength, His love, and His guidance
in the crisis of our spirit.

The Congress, by a joint resolution of April 17, 1952, provided that
the President “shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year,
other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people
of the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at
churches, in groups, and as individuals.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do hereby set aside Wednesday, Octo-
ber 16, 1968, as National Day of Prayer, 1968.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the

one hundred and ninety-third.
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On October 24, 1968, the world will mark the twenty-third birthday
of the United Nations.
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Our commitment to that organization has been a continuing element
of our foreign policy since the U.N. was founded, in 1945. Dis-
tinguished Americans of both parties represented our country in the
framing of its Charter. Democrats and Republicans alike continued
to represent our country in the councils of the United Nations. To-
gether they have contributed to its objectives—the peaceful settlement
of disputes, economic and social progress, the control of nuclear
armaments, the growth of international law, and the protection of
human rights.

The cause of human rights is receiving special notice in the United
Nations this year, for it was 20 years ago that the General Assembly
adoEted a landmark document, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. To mark that anniversary, 1968 has been designated as
International Human Rights Year.

As we take stock of the work of the United Nations, let us not
be beguiled either by easy optimism or by blind pessimism. Let us look
squarely at both its successes and its disappointments. Above all, we
must not forget that the cause of peace and progress, in this age of
mingled hope and danger, requires nations to reject aggression in
favor of conciliation and cooperation—of which the United Nations
offers the greatest common instrument. Not by arms, but by giving
life and practice to the principles of peace, will men find the peace
and security in which freedom can flourish.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do herebg Iproclaim Thursday, Oc-
tober 24, 1968, as United Nations Day, and I urge the citizens of this
Nation to observe that day by means of such community programs as
will contribute to a realistic understanding of the aims, problems, and
achievements of the United Nations and its associated organizations.

I also call upon officials of the Federal and State Governments
and upon local officials to encourage citizen groups and agencies of
communication—press, radio, television, and motion pictures—to en-
gage in special and appropriate observance of United Nations Day
this year in cooperation with the United Nations Association of the
United States of America and other interested organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
eleventh day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and ninety-third.
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RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT PART WHICH HARRY 5. TRUMAN
PLAYED IN THE CREATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

By Proclamation No. 3878, I proclaimed October 24, 1968, as United
Nations Day, and urged the citizens of this Nation to observe that day
by appropriate community programs.
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