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A strong and profitable merchant fleet is vital to America's eco
nomic welfare and defense capability. The American flag on merchant 
vessels on the high seas and in foreign ports is a symbol of our Nation's 
dedication to peaceful trade throughout the world. 

To remind Americans of the important role the Merchant Marine 
plays in our national life, the Congress in 1933 designated the anniver
sary of the first transatlantic voyage by a steamship, the SS Savannah, 

36 use 14̂5 ^^ M.2iy 22,1819, as National Maritime Day, and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation annually in observance of that day. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I , R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby urge the people of the United 
States to honor our American Merchant Marine on May 22, 1969, by 
displaying the flag of the United States at their homes and other 
suitable places, and I request that all ships sailing under the American 
flag dress ship on that day in tribute to the American Merchant 
Marine. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and ninety-third. 

(^2JJLJ--^K::^ 

Proclamation 3903 

CANCER CONTROL MONTH, 1969 
March 25,1969 g^ ^^^ President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Cancer is the second greatest cause of death in the United States. 
And the death rate from this terrible disease is still rising. 

In the past 25 years we have made progress in early diagnosis of 
certain types of cancer. Greater drug treatment has increased a victim's 
chances of survival. 

While these medical advances are encouraging, it is evident that only 
the full-hearted commitment by all Americans to support the splendid 
efforts of our scientists, physicians, health administrators and volun
teers will arrest this disease. 

In recognition of the urgency of the cancer problem, the Congress, 
36 use 150. by a joint resolution of March 28, 1938 (52 Stat. 148), requested the 

President to issue annually a proclamation setting aside the month of 
April as Cancer Control Month. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the month of April 
1969 as Cancer Control Month, and I invite the Governors of the 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and appropriate officials 
of all other areas under the United States flag to issue similar 
proclamations. 

I also ask the medical and allied health professions, the communi
cations industries, and all other interested persons and groups to unite 
during the appointed month in public reaffirmation of this Nation's 
efforts to control cancer. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
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and sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and ninety-third. 

(^/2JU ̂ '^K^,^ 
Proclamation 3904 
LOYALTY DAY, 1969 

By the President of the United States of America March 26, i969 

A Proclamation 

At the founding of our Republic, the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence pledged their mutual trust and sacred honor to the 
common ideals of freedom and equality that have brought greatness 
to our Nation. 

Loyalty to our country and its flag must rest on understanding 
of our great national values which they have represented—individual 
freedom under the law, equality of opportunity in all walks of life, 
justice and protection of the law for all. Each of us has an obligation 
to fulfill these ideals and to preserve them for our children and for 
succeeding generations. 

I t is the function of government in a democracy to provide an 
orderly framework through which together we can all work construc
tively toward redeeming the enduring promise of our forefathers' 
faith. This can be achieved only with the unity and determination of 
our people. For freedom, justice, and equality are not ideals forever 
secure, once won. They require our unswerving devotion and our con
tinued vigilance. 

In recognition of the heritage of American freedom, the Congress 
by a joint resolution of July 18, 1958, designated May 1 of each year 
as Loyalty Day and requested the President to issue a proclamation 2̂ stat. 369. 
inviting the people of the United States to observe such day with 
appropriate ceremonies. 

NOW, T H E R E F O E E , I , E I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do call upon the people of the United States, 
and upon all patriotic, civic, and educational organizations, to observe 
Thursday, May 1, 1969, as Loyalty Day, with appropriate ceremonies 
in which all of us may join m a reaffirmation of our loyalty to the 
United States of America. 

I also call upon appropriate officials of the Government to display 
the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on that day 
as a manifestation of our loyalty to the Nation which that flag sym
bolizes. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-sixth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-nine and of the Independence of the United States of Amer
ica the one hundred and ninety-third. 

(^/ijL^-'I^L:^ 
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