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Proclamation 3946 
BILL OF RrGHTS DAY 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One hundred seventy-eight years ago, the Bill of Rights was ratified 
and incorporated as part of the United States Constitution. The 
founders of our Republic had fought for individual liberty and for 
representative and responsible government. In the first ten amend
ments to the Constitution they sought to ensure that the power of the 
government would not abridge the rights of citizens. 

More than twenty years ago, the United Nations General Assembly 
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The founders of 
the United Nations had endured a world war brought on by those who 
denied the rights of men to equality and justice and who abrogated the 
rights of nations to exist in peace. 

The two documents—the Bill of Rights and the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights—are close in spirit although widely separated 
in time. The Bill of Rights is the law of the land. The Universal 
Declaration is a statement of principles, of common standards of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations. We in the United States 
are engaged in unremitting efforts to give real meaning to these 
standards for every American, to assure to every person the full 
enjoyment of his basic rights. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim December 10, 1969, as 
Human Rights Day and December 15,1969, as Bill of Rights Day, and 
call upon the people of the United States of America to observe the 
week of December 10-17, 1969, as Human Rights Week, to the end 
that we may rededicate ourselves as a united people to the task of 
assuring to every person—regardless of his race, sex, creed, color, or 
place of national origin—the full enjoyment of his basic human rights. 
Let us act so as to provide an example that wall point the way in 
the struggle to promote respect for human rights throughout the world. 

I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this ninth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred sixty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-fourth. 

December 9, 1969 

u s e prec. 
title 1. 
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Proclamation 3947 
WRIGHT BROTHERS DAY, 1969 

By the President of the United States of America December ii,i969 

A Proclamation 

Over the centuries, man dreamed a great dream—to break his bond
age to the earth and fly through the sky. The Greeks told of Icarus 
who almost succeeded, but who paid for failure with his life. The 
dream took shape in the mind of the Renaissance Man, da Vinci, who 
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