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PROCLAMATION 4038

National Week of Concern for
Americans Who Are Prisoners
of War or Missing in Action

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The first American still being held by the enemy was captured in
South Vietnam on March 26, 1964. Now, with the seventh anniversary
of that event approaching, the number of Americans missing in action or
known captured in the Vietnamese conflict has grown to about 1,600.
Most of these men are officers and enlisted men of the Army, the Navy,
the Air Force, and the Marine Corps; some are civilians. Even in cap-
tivity, they continue to serve our Nation in the highest sense of honor and
duty to country. We owe them, in turn, no less than our strongest support
and our firmest pledge that we will neither forget them nor abandon them.

This Government has made and will continue to make strenuous efforts
in behalf of these Americans who are prisoners of war or missing in action.
In the face of the enemy’s callous indifference to the plight of these men
and their families, we have sought to focus the attention of the world on
the barbaric attitude of North Vietnam and its agents throughout Indo-
china. We have conducted vigorous diplomatic efforts to resolve the
prisoner of war problem on a purely humane basis for the prisoners we
hold as well as for our brave men held prisoner.

The Geneva Prisoner of War Convention of 1949 sets forth the mini-
mum standards for humanitarian treatment applying to all prisoners of
war. Some 125 nations including all of those involved on both sides in
the Southeast Asia hostilities have acceded to the Geneva Convention
and have pledged to observe its humane standards. And on a moral plane
above and apart from these formal rules, all civilized peoples are subject
to the basic humanitarian standards long established in international
law and custom.

In view of the continuing disregard of this Convention and basic
humane standards by North Vietnam and its agents—their refusal to
identify all of the Americans being held, to permit impartial inspection of
their camps, to release the seriously sick and wounded prisoners, to pro-
vide humane treatment, and to permit prisoners to correspond regularly
with their families—and in view of their adamant refusal to consider



85 STAT. ) PROCLAMATION 4039—MAR. 29, 1971

negotiation regarding the release of prisoners, the Congress of the United
States has, by House Joint Resolution 16, requested the President to
designate the period beginning March 21, 1971, and ending March 27,
1971, as “National Week of Concern for Prisoners of War/Missing in
Action.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby designate the period March 21,
1971, through March 27, 1971, as National Week of Concern for Ameri-
cans Who Are Prisoners of War or Missing in Action. I call upon all the
people of the United States to observe this week in heartfelt prayer, and
in ceremonies and activities appropriate to voice deep concern for the
prisoners and missing men, to inspire their loved ones with new courage
and hope, and to hasten the day when their ordeal may end.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nine-
teenth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one

hundred ninety-fifth.

PROCLAMATION 4039

Cancer Control Month, 1971

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

This Nation may stand on the threshold of one of the greatest triumphs
in human history—the conquest of cancer. If we can now achieve that
great goal, we will have lifted from the human family forever the pain,
the suffering and the unbearable fear of that most dreaded of all diseases.

Decades of research have brought us at last to the moment when
scientists can look with renewed hope toward victories in the prevention
and treatment of cancer. This moment presents an opportunity that we
dare not pass up. The lives of millions now living and countless more yet
unborn can be touched—and saved—by what we do.

I have proposed a bold new effort to bring us closer to the goal we
seek. I have asked for an additional $100 million this year to press
toward the conquest of cancer. I know that money alone cannot guar-
antee victory in a struggle as complex and difficult as this. But I also
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