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Training programs instituted throughout the Nation in recent years have 
developed travel techniques for white cane users that instill self-confidence 
and a sense of independence. As a result, the white cane has become a 
symbol of achievement—the achievement of its owner in learning to cope 
with his environment and to move readily on his way. 

But this new mobility cannot be fully realized without the cooperation 
of fellow pedestrians and the willingness of motorists to give way. An 
understanding of the potential dangers which city streets hold for blind 
citizens is commendable, but adequate protection for them can be pro
vided only by strict observance of safety measures. 

Our recognition of the white cane and its significance must be immedi
ate; and our reaction equally as rapid. It takes only a second for a 
motorist to accept second place, but that instant's inhibition may save a 
life. There is no better time to be our brother's keeper. 

To make our people more fully aware of the significance of the white 
cane, and of the need for motorists to exercise caution and courtesy when 
approaching persons carrying a white cane, the Congress, by joint resolu-

36usci69d. tion, approved October 6, 1964 (78 Stat. 1003), has authorized the 
President to proclaim October 15 of each year as White Cane Safety Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1971 as 
White Cane Safety Day. 

I call upon all our citizens to join individually in this observance, that 
blind persons in our society may continue to enjoy the greatest possible 
measure of personal independence. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first 
day of July in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
and ninety-fifth. 
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PROCLAMATION 4063 

National Star Route 
Mail Carriers Week 

July 1, 1971 By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In 1845 Congress provided that future mail transportation contracts 
were to be awarded by the Postmaster General "to the loyvest bidder, 
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tendering sufficient guarantees for faithful performance, without other 
reference to the mode of such transportation than may be necessary 
to provide for the due celerity, certainty, and security of such 
transportation." 

That statute not only opened a colorful chapter in American postal 
service, but also set forth a bold new standard for transportation of the 
mails: "Celerity, Certainty, and Security," Bids from private contractors 
under the 1845 law were soon marked on the books of the Post Office 
Department with three stars, signifying the three points of that motto. 
Over time, the bids themselves became known as "star bids," and 
eventually the contract service for transporting the mail by all modes, 
except boats and railways, came to be known as "star route mail service," 

Since the inception of this service 126 years ago, star route carriers 
have performed an important task for the American people, transporting 
the mail over thousands of miles of roads where regular postal service 
was unavailable. In recent years, the star route carriers have also made 
an important contribution to rural America, often supplementing the 
efforts of the regular carriers. 

In recognition of the dedicated public service of our star route carriers, 
the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 583, has requested the President 
to issue a proclamation designating the last full week in July of 1971 as 
National Star Route Mail Carriers Week, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week beginning 
July 25, 1971, as National Star Route Mail Carriers Week, 

I urge the Postal Service, and all interested groups and organizations, 
to observe that week with appropriate recognition to the Nation's star 
route mail carriers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first 
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-one, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-fifth. 

Ante, p , 77. 
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