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ment Day with appropriate ceremonies and activities emphasizing the
concern of Americans for a better environment in which to live.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth
day of June in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred

ninety-seventh.
W

PROCLAMATION 4220

Flag Day and National Flag Week,
1973

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The outcome of the American Revolution was far from settled on
June 14, 1777, when the Congress resolved that the flag of the United
States should have 13 stripes, alternating red and white, and 13 white
stars in a field of blue “representing the new constellation.”

The creation of this fresh banner in a New World where European
powers long had contended for domination signified the new unity of
the American people and their determination to win their independence.

Although the constellation of stars has expanded from 13 to 50 since
the 18th century, the flag we revere today has changed very little in the
intervening 196 years. It continues to represent our common devotion to
the principles of freedom and equality which have sustained Americans
ever since those uncertain days when independence was yet to be won.

To commemorate the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as our country’s
flag, the Congress, by a joint resolution of August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as Flag Day and requested the President
to issue annually a proclamation calling for its observance. The Congress
has also requested the President, by a joint resolution of June 9, 1966
(80 Stat. 194 ), to issue annually a proclamation designating the week in
which June 14 occurs as National Flag Week and calling upon all the
citizens of the United States to fly the flag of the United States on the
days of that week.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the
United States of America, do hereby designate the week beginning
June 10, 1973, as National Flag Week, and I direct the appropriate
Government officials to display the flag on all Government buildings
during that week.

I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day, June 14, and National
Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other
suitable places.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred

ninety-seventh.
W

PROCLAMATION 4221

American Education Week, 1973

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than physical resources or industrial capacity, this Nation’s
greatest asset is its people.

Americans are both a heterogeneous and a homogeneous people,
diverse in our multicultural heritage, in our varied talents, in our per-
sonal goals. Yet we are also a homogeneous people in our dedication to
certain national objectives, among them the goal of broadening and
enriching the American experience for our children and their children.
One constant theme in our national story from its very beginnings has
been our faith in education and our commitment to its advancement.

Educational institutions can be strong and effective only if they receive
broad public support and continuing public attention. That is why it is
so appropriate that the theme for American Education Week this year is
“Get Involved.”

There are many ways for individual Americans to “get involved” in
education. For those who hold leadership positions in their communities,
getting involved can mean strong support for needed innovation. For
those whose profession is education, getting involved can mean subjecting
proposed reforms to the most rigorous test of all: Will they benefit
students?
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