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clubs, prisons, and homes for elderly, and affect all Americans. Professional fire fighters 
bear a disproportionate burden of the human costs of fire; theirs is still one of the most 
hazardous professions in America. In addition, thousands of individuals face the 
dangers of fire without pay, as volunteer fire fighters. 

Through the efTorts of the fire services, concerned citizens, the private sector, and 
government, Americans are becoming increasingly aware of the problem, and some of 
its solutions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J IMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate the week beginning October 9, 1977, as Fire Prevention 
Week. 

I call upon all Americans to learn basic fire prevention and personal fire safety 
practices and to apply these safeguards to reduce the toll of death, burn injuries and 
property loss due to fire. 

I urge all Federal, State and local agencies concerned with such national problems 
as energy conservation, environmental protection, and economic well-being to consider 
fully how their programs can help assure that all Americans live and work in an 
environment that is as safe as possible from the danger of fire. 

I urge the continued cooperation of Government and the private sector in en­
couraging the use of smoke detection and fire suppression systems. 

I call upon the members of the Joint Council of National Fire Service Oi^ganiza-
tions, the National Fire Protection Association, all other organizations concerned with 
fire safety, and the National Fire Prevention and Control Administration to provide 
the leadership, planning, and innovation necessary for an effective national fire pre­
vention and control effort. 

Finally, let us all recognize the valiant and determined efforts of the fire services, 
code enforcement officers. Federal officials, and State and local government officials 
in fire prevention and control. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4522 • September 20, 1977 

- Child Health Day, 1977 

By the President of the United States of America 

' A Proclamation 

This Nation was established to provide its people with the chance for better lives. 
Our early settlers and those who expanded the Nation westward bore their sacrifices 
and hardships with the assurance that in this free land future generations would enjoy 
opportunities still undreamed of. 

The health of America's children today often determines what their future can be 
tomorrow. Over the years the number of deaths among babies has been drastically cut 
and we have made great strides toward eliminating the diseases and handicaps of 
childhood. We still have much to learn and accomplish, especially in the areas of 
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birth abnormalities, child abuse, teenage alcoholism and drug addiction, lack of avail­
ability of medical care, and damage brought on by environmental factors. 

But it is tragic for a child to die or endure lifelong handicaps from conditions we 
can prevent. Although such diseases as polio, measles, rubella, diphtheria and whoop­
ing cough have been subdued for the time being, they are not beaten. It is in our power 
to protect all our children, but nearly 40 per cent of those under the age of 15 are 
inadequately immunized. Some of these children will die or have serious disabilities 
and unborn babies will be permanently damaged from these preventable diseases and 
their complications. 

No American child should die or suffer needless handicaps from diseases for which 
safe and effective vaccines are readily available. Neither should any child be deprived 
of adequate nutrition or a safe environment. While pushing back the walls of our 
knowledge and improving medical techniques may be restricted to scientists and 
medical experts, this is an area where every citizen can have an impact on giving 
our children the opportunity for better health, both now and in the years to come. 

To encourage awareness of the fundamental necessity of a year-round program 
for the protection and the development of the Nation's health, the Congress, by joint 
resolution of May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 143) has requested the President 
to issue annually a proclamation designating the first Monday in October as Child 
Health Day and calling for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J IMMY CARTER, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 1977, as Child Health Day. I 
invite all Americans, as well as all agencies and organizations dedicated to the well-
being of children, to unite on that day in support of activities that will alert each of 
us to our separate and collective responsibilities to protect and enhance the health 
of America's children and to provide them with the opportunity to live in safety and 
to grow up strong and knowledgeable about their own and their families' health needs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4523 • September 22, 1977 

National School Lunch Week, 1977 

By the President of the United States of America 

Vr A Proclamation / 

Since 1946, the National School Lunch Program has been serving nutritious 
lunches to the school children of America. In its first year, the program served lunch to 
6 million children daily; today nearly 25 million children in 92,600 schools and resi­
dential child care institutions take advantage of this program every day. Lunches under 
this program are available to 94 percent of all children attending public schools in 
America. 

As the program begins its fourth decade, its dedicated workers are making a 
significant effort to improve the nutritional quality and appeal of the food while devel-
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