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oping menus in keeping with the changing tastes of our children. Those involved in the 
program maintain their commitment to recognize the children's needs in order to 
serve them better. 

In recognition of the program's contribution to America's youth, the Congress, by 
a joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (76 Stat. 779; 36 U.S.C. 168), has designated 
the week beginning the second Sunday of October of each year as National School 
Lunch Week, and has requested the President to issue annually a proclamation calling 
for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J IMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby urge the people of the United States to observe the week of 
October 9, 1977, as National School Lunch Week and to give special recognition to 
the role of good nutrition in building a stronger America through its youth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second day 
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4524 • September 23, 1977 

Leif Erikson Day, 1977 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Once again it is appropriate for Americans to honor the intrepid Norse explorers 
who overcame hardship and adversity to reach our shores so long ago. 

The United States is a young Nation, but our debt to that courageous Norseperson, 
Leif Erikson, predates 1776 and recalls a distant age when brave adventurers sailed 
forth into the unknown. As a people we continue to embody this spirit of bold discovery, 
and we take pride in his historical exploits. 

As a mark of respect for Leif Erikson and the Norse explorers, the Congress of 
the United States, by joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849, 36 
U.S.C. 169c), authorized the President to proclaim October 9 in each year as Leif 
Erikson Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J IMMY CARTER, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Sunday, October 9, 1977, as Leif Erikson Day and I 
direct the appropriate Government officials to display the flag of the United States 
on all Government buildings that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of Leif Erikson 
on that day by holding appropriate exercises and ceremonies in suitable places through­
out our land. 
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I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day 

of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 

Independence of the Un i t ed States of America the two hundred and second. 

-••' . J I M M Y CARTER 

Proclamation 4525 • September 26, 1977 

• United Nations Day, 1977 

,r By the President of the United States of America 

,. , A Proclamation 

Each year on October 24, Americans join with the people of other countries in 
celebrating the anniversary of the United Nations—an institution created to maintain 
international peace and security, to promote the self-determination of peoples, to en­
courage respect for human rights, and to foster economic and social welfare. 

Americans have been instrumental in creating the United Nations, in advancing 
cooperation through its forums, and in providing, over the years, the largest share of its 
financial support. 

Since its establishment at San Francisco in 1945, the United Nations has under­
gone profound change. Its membership has nearly trebled from the original 51 mem­
bers, as most of the former colonial areas of Asia and Africa received their inde­
pendence. New problems brought on by developments in science and technology and 
by global interdependence have tested the ability of governments to cooperate har­
moniously. Problems like the arms race, the spread of nuclear weapons, the inter­
national economic order, the disposition of the world's oceanic resources, energy, and 
environmental pollution transcend national boundaries, making the United Nations 
and its specialized and technical agencies of continuing importance to the international 
community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J IMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Monday, October 24, 1977, as United Nations Day. I 
have appointed Henry Ford II to be United States National Chairman for United 
Nations Day and I urge appropriate observances to inform citizens of the aims and 
achievements of the United Nations and its affiliated agencies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of Sep­
tember, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 

JIMMY CARTER 
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