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Proclamation 4554 • March 16, 1978 

Worid Trade Week, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

From the days of its founding, the United States has always been a trading 
nation. Commercial relations with the rest of the world enabled our country to 
develop, prosper, and grow strong. Today, more than ever, international trade is 
essential to our national well-being. 

For the American consumer, expanded trade means broader choices in the 
marketplace. For American business, it means more opportunities to sell the prod­
ucts of American ingenuity in the world's markets. For the American worker, it 
means more jobs at home. 

International trade encourages the exchange of ideas as well as knowledge and 
experience among nations. It helps make better use of global resources and nur­
tures trust among the world's nations. 

The United States is firmly committed to fair and open trade. To that end, we 
and our trading partners are pledged to eliminate impediments to trade, bring 
about sound and liberal trade rules, and keep the world's economy moving ahead. 

NOW. THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning May 21, 1978, as World Trade Week, and I 
urge that all the people of the United States participate during this week in activities 
that will promote continuing awareness of the importance of world trade to our 
Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and second. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4555 • March 16,1978 

National Maritime Day, 1978 

5v the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The American Merchant Marine is the lifeline that Imks America with its over­
seas trading partners. In times of peace, it builds our economy; in times of national 
emergency, it provides logistic support to our armed forces. 

In recognition of the importance of the American Merchant Marine, the Con­
gress, by joint resolution of May 20, 1933 (48 Stat. 73, 36 U.S.C. 145), designated 
May 22 of each year as National Maritime Day in commemoration of the departure 
from Savannah, Georgia, on that date in 1819 of the SS SAVANNAH on the first 
transatlantic voyage by any steamship, and requested the President to issue annually 
a proclamation calling for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, JIMMY CARTER. President of the United States of 
America, do hereby urge the people of the United States to honor our American 
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