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their rights under the United States Constitution. This major step toward full 
equality for women has already been taken by 35 states, representing seventy-two 
percent of the population of this Nation. Only three more states must ratify the 
Equal Rights Amendment before it becomes a part of the Constitution. I believe this 
is too important and far-reaching an issue for arbitrary time barriers to limit full 
debate and an ultimate decision that truly reflects the will of the American people. 
In a society that is free, democratic and humane, there can be no time limit on 
equality. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1978, as Women's Equality Day and do 
hereby call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropri­
ate ceremonies and activites. I further urge all our people to dedicate themselves 
anew to the goal of achieving equal rights for women under the law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 25th day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4591 • September 1,1978 

National Day of Prayer, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our Nation, perhaps more than any other, has always held a special cognizance 
of the gifts of the Creator. We were founded upon a belief in, and reverence for, the 
liberty of the human spirit under God and the equality of all people before the 
Almighty. Regardless of our individual conceptions of the Divine, Americans have 
always sought from Providence the help and guidance necessary to live justly and to 
build a better world for all who share this planet. 

Today we face challenges equal to any in our history. Few generations have 
been given such opportunities for good or ill on earth. We approach our responsi­
bility confidently, but with sobering awareness that God's sea is very great, and our 
ship, infinitely small. 

From time to time we should turn to the Almighty for help and guidance, as we 
have done throughout our Nation's two hundred and three years. In humility and 
reverence, we should pause from our daily activities to thank our Creator for the 
bountiful goodness that imbues our lives, and to ask for His blessing in the days 
ahead. 

Recognizing this, the Congress by joint resolution approved April 17, 1952 (36 
36 u s e 169h. U.S.C. 185; 66 Stat. 64) has called upon the President to set aside a suitable day 

each year as a National Day of Prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER. President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Saturday, October 7, 1978, as National Day of Prayer. 
I ask all Americans to join with me on that day in asking God's help that we may see 
and understand our responsibilities and discharge them with wisdom, strength, and 
patience. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4592 • September 5, 1978 

Leif Erikson Day, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Stories of brave men battling fearful odds fire our imaginations. We honor such 
men long after the memories of their adventures have been dimmed by time. 

So it is with Leif Erikson. His original discovery and exploration of North 
America was the supreme achievement of a race of men who truly were the master.s 
of the sea. His voyage enlarged mankind's horizons and pointed the way West for 
the others who were to follow. 

Today we honor Leif Erikson, and in honoring him we also honor the human 
qualities of imagination, courage, and perseverance which characterize both his men 
of old and Americans of Scandinavian descent today. 

As a mark of respect for the achievements of Leif Erikson and his followers, the 
Congress of the United States, by joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 
Stat. 849, 36 U.S.C. 169c), authorized the President to proclaim October 9 in each 
year as Leif Erikson Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States ol 
America, do hereby designate Monday, October 9, 1978, as Leif Erikson Day and I 
direct the appropriate government officials to display the flag of the United States 
on all government buildings that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of Leif 
Erikson on that day by holding appropriate exercises and ceremonies in suitable 
places throughout our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4593 • September 7, 1978 

National Employ the Handicapped Week, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our country's greatest resource is its people—including those with physical and 
mental disabilities. 
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