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While cancer is often called the disease Americans fear most, it is also 
now one of the most manageable chronic diseases in our country. We are 
approaching the day when, through surgery, chemotherapy and radiothera­
py, half of the most serious forms of cancer can be cured. 

Although we still face an enormous struggle in treating this disease, we 
must reaffirm today our ultimate goal—the cure of all those struck by this 
dread disease. 

In addition to improving treatment for cancer patients, we must also reduce 
the incidence of this disease. In view of increasing evidence that a majority 
of cancers are related to environment and life-style, the major effort of Fed­
eral research today is in these areas. 

Vigorous cancer research, directed to both treatment and prevention, must 
continue. All of us look to the day when this disease has been eradicated 
as a major threat to American lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of April 1981 as Cancer Control 
Month, and I invite the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all other areas under the 
United States flag to issue similar proclamations. 

To give emphasis to this serious problem and to encourage the determina­
tion of the American people to meet it, I also ask the medical and health 
professions, the communications industries, and all other interested persons 
and groups to unite during this appointed time in public reaffirmation of our 
Nation's abiding commitment to control cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 
March in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4829 of March 23,1981 

Small Business Week, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Two centuries ago in this country, small business owners—the merchants, 
the builders, the traders—rebelled against excessive taxation and govern­
ment interference and helped found this Nation. Today we are working to 
bring about another revolution, this time against the intolerable burdens in­
flation, over-regulation, and over-taxation have placed upon the Nation's 12 
million small businesses, which provide the livelihood for more than 100 
million of our people. 

To revitahze the Nation, we must stimulate small business growth and op­
portunity. Small business accounts for over 60 percent of our jobs, half of 
our business output, and at least half of the innovations that keep Ameri­
can industry strong. The imagination, skills, and willingness of small busi­
ness men and women to take necessary risks symbolize the free enterprise 
foundation of the American economy and must be encouraged. 
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I urge all Americans who own or work in a small business to continue their 
resourcefulness and successes, for these efforts contribute so much to the 
entrepreneurial spirit which made this Nation great. It is with justifiable 
pride that the American small business man can point to himself as the 
backbone of our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 10, 1981, as Small 
Business Week. I call upon every American to join me in this tribute. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4830 of April 2,1981 

Law Day, U.S.A., 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

America was founded on the principles of liberty and the rule of law. And 
throughout our Nation's history, the preservation of individual rights has 
been dependent upon the dedication of our people to liberty and the 
institutionalization of its principles in the law of the land. 

Our forefathers' dedication to liberty is clearly expressed in this Nation's 
great Charters of Freedom: the Declaration of Independence, the Constitu­
tion and the Bill of Rights. These documents, which are the very foundation 
of American law, guarantee certain inaUenable rights and privileges to 
every citizen. Among these are: freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 
freedom of religion, freedom of contract, the right to assemble and petition, 
the right of property ownership, and the right to due process of law. 

This year marks the Nation's twenty-fourth annual celebration of Law Day, 
U.S.A.—a special day for reflection on our heritage of individual freedom 
and for rededication to maintaining, through law, the principles of liberty 
which govern this land. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, invite the American people to celebrate Friday, May 1, 1981, as 
Law Day, U.S.A., and to mark its observance with programs and ceremo­
nies as befits our great heritage of liberty under law, 

I urge clergymen of all faiths to bring to public attention through sermons 
and suitable programs the moral and ethical dimensions of law and liberty. 

I also urge schools, civic, service and fraternal organizations, public bodies, 
libraries, the courts, the legal profession, all media of public information 
and interested individuals and organizations to participate in the obser­
vance through programs which will focus on the Law Day 1981 theme: 
Law—the Language of Liberty. To that end, I call upon all public officials to 
display the flag of the United States on all government buildings on that 
day. 
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