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Older Americans Month, 1981

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Older Americans, a resource of talent, knowledge and judgment, are essen-
tial to our effort for national renewal. As a Nation, we should recognize our
debt to older Americans and the leadership they can provide for the future.

As we move into this era of renewal, we must remember that all Americans
are interdependent. We must maintain our commitment to the integrity of
the Social Security system. We must work together for economic recovery,
mindful that while our economic ills hurt us all, their burdens fall most
heavily on those with fixed incomes. We must ensure the dignity of our Na-
tion's older citizens through programs such as Medicare, aging services and
the Older Americans Act.

In addition to recognizing the vital importance of older Americans to our
society, we must acknowledge the voluntary efforts of millions of citizens,
young and old alike, to enhance the lives of older Americans.

I urge all Americans to help older citizens continue to enrich our society by
realizing their aspirations and fulfilling their potential.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby designate the month of May 1981 as Older Ameri-
cans Month.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-one, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4844 of May 1, 1981

Jewish Heritage Week

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The vitality of the United States derives in great measure from the richness
of our cultural heritage. The values and ideals brought to these shores by
people of many races and religions are woven deeply into the fabric of
America.

American Jews have contributed significantly to the spiritual and cultural
elevation of our society since the founding of our Nation. Jewish immigrants
and their descendants have brought dignity and distinction to every field of
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American endeavor. Our Jewish citizens have served America by fighting
for her freedom, building her industry, striving for her goals, and nurturing
her dreams.

Yet, Jewish heritage reaches far and deeply into the dawn of history, when
America was but a wilderness. The Jewish people still firmly carry these
ancient and revered traditions, which have been harshly tested over the
centuries.

In the spring of each year, through special celebrations and observances,
American Jewry remembers its past and renews its dedication to the chal-
lenges that remain. Beginning with the observance of Passover, recalling the
passage from bondage to freedom, through the anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising and the Days of Remembrance honoring the victims and
survivors of the Holocaust, Jews all over the world pay tribute to their past.
In the celebration of Israeli Independence Day, Jerusalem Day, and Solidar-
ity Day for Soviet Jews, Jewish people reflect upon their common heritage.

In recognition of the special significance of this time of year to American
Jewry, in homage to the significant contributions made by the Jewish com-
munity to the United States, and to foster appreciation of the cultural diver-
gity of the American people, the Congress of the United States, by joint res-
olution, has requested the President to proclaim May 3 through May 10,
1981, as Jewish Heritage Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 3, 1981, as Jewish
Heritage Week.

I call upon the people of the United States, Federal and local government
officials, and interested organizations to observe that week with appropri-
ate ceremonies, activities, and reflection.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4845 of May 20, 1981

Father’s Day, 1981

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

There is no institution more vital to our Nation's survival than the Ameri-
can family. Here the seeds of personal character are planted, the roots of
public virtue first nourished. Through love and instruction, discipline, guid-
ance and example, we learn from our mothers and fathers the values that
will shape our private lives and our public citizenship.

The days of our childhood forecast our lives, as poets and philosophers
long have told us. “The childhood shows the man as morning shows the
day," John Milton wrote. “Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it," Solomon tells us. Clearly, the
future is in the care of our parents. Such is the responsibility, promise and
hope of fatherhood. Such is the gift that our fathers give us.
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