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particularly urge inexperienced operators of small boats to enroll in these
safety and educational programs. Learning the fundamentals of safe boating
can do nothing but add to the potential pleasure and excitement of recre-
ational boating.

I also invite the Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana
Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa, and the Mayor of
the District of Columbia to provide for the observance of this week.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 4th day of June
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4848 of June 12, 1981

National P.O.W.-M.L.A. Recognition Day, 1981

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Throughout American history our prisoners of war have been called upon
to make uncommon sacrifices. In fulfilling their duty as citizens of the
United States they have defended American ideals while suffering unima-
ginable indignities under the absolute control of the enemy. They remained
steadfast even while their treatment contravened international understand-
ings and violated elementary considerations of compassion and morality.

All Americans ought to recognize the special debt we owe to our fellow
citizens who, in the act of serving our Nation, relinquished their freedom
that we might enjoy the blessings of peace and liberty. Likewise, we must
remember the unresolved casualties of war—our servicemen who are still
missing. The pain and bitterness of war endure for their families, relatives
and friends—and for all of us. Our Nation will continue to seek answers to
the many questions that remain about their fate.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, July 17, 1981, as National P.O.W.-
M.LA. Recognition Day, a day dedicated to all former American prisoners
of war, to those still missing, and to their families. I urge all Americans to
join in honoring those who made the uncommon sacrifice of being held cap-
tive in war, and to honor as well their loved ones who have also suffered
valiantly and patiently. I also call on appropriate officials of the Federal,
State and local governments, as well as private organizations, to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Editorial Note: The President's remarks of June 12, 1881, on signing Proclamation 4848, are printed
in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol, 17, p. 618).
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