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Gains have also been made in education, training, housing, transportation 
and accessibihty. We need to make the 1980s years in which disabled indi
viduals achieve the greatest possible access to our society, maximum 
independence, and full opportunity to develop and use their capabilities. 

The Congress, by joint resolution of August 11, 1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
155), has called for the designation of the first full week in October each 
year as National Employ the Handicapped Week. Recognition of this spe
cial week presents the opportunity to dedicate ourselves to meeting the 
goal of expanded opportunity for disabled Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning October 4, 1981, as 
National Employ the Handicapped Week. I urge all Governors, Mayors, 
other public officials, leaders in business and labor, and private citizens to 
help meet the challenge of the future in which all disabled Americans will 
participate fully in our country's many opportunities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4869 of October 5,1981 

General Pulaski Memorial Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

As we pay homage again to the memory of General Casimir Pulaski, we are 
reminded of his dedication to freedom, his selfless service to our Nation, 
and his contributions to the achievement of American independence. His 
tireless devotion to democratic ideals continues to inspire us, his adopted 
countrymen, today. His name and deeds remain similarly alive in the hearts 
of the people of his native Poland, and indeed of people the world over. His 
is a model we can all emulate. 

Upon his arrival in America in 1777, General Pulaski was appointed by 
Congress as Commander of the Horse in the Continental Army. He fought 
at the battle of Germantown, conducted expeditions to obtain provisions 
for the Continental soldiers during their harsh winter at Valley Forge, Penn
sylvania and, as the Revolutionary War continued, saw service in New 
Jersey and Delaware. Following a gallant attempt to wrest Savannah, Geor
gia from British control, this valiant patriot died on October 11, 1779. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate October 11, 1981 as General Pulaski Me
morial Day. 

FURTHERMORE, in recognition of the supreme sacrifice General Pulaski 
made for his adopted country and for the cause of freedom, I do hereby 
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designate October 11 of each succeeding year as General Pulaski Memorial 
Day. 

I invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of General Pu
laski by holding appropriate exercises and ceremonies on this date in suit
able places throughout our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of Oc
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4870 of October 6,1981 

National Guard Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Three hundred and forty-five years ago, the first settlers organized militia 
units to defend their homes and lives in Massachusetts Bay Colony. With 
these first units the tradition of the citizen-soldier was born and took root 
in America, a tradition exemplified by the willingness of private citizens to 
leave their civilian occupations, don the uniform of their country, and serve 
their States and their Nation when the need arises. 

These citizen-soldiers camped with Washington at Valley Forge and 
charged up San Juan Hill. They fought in the Meuse-Argonne and on 
Omaha Beach. Since World War II, the National Guard has played a role in 
every major American crisis or conflict including Korea, Berlin, and Viet
nam. When called upon by their country, the men and women of the Guard 
have always responded. 

When disaster has struck in times of peace, the Guard has been equally 
ready to serve, whether in the flood waters of Johnstown, or on the slopes 
of Mount St. Helens. The Guard has been responsible for saving countless 
lives and millions of dollars of property and equipment by its quick re
sponses and efficiency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, ask all Americans to celebrate Wednesday, October 7, 1981, as 
National Guard Day and to honor the Army and Air National Guard of the 
United States for service to their communities, to their States and to their 
Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 6th day of Oc
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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