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Since the time of our Revolultion, when U.S. leaders shared with leaders in 
Latin America the common struggle of lifting the bonds of colonial rule, 
through the present, peoples of the Americas have shared great democratic 
ideals. In the words of Benito Juarez, a contemporary of Abraham Lincoln, 
"Respect for the rights of others, between individuals, as between nations, 
is the basis of peace." These words convey the essence of our laws and 
values, preserving the dignity and equality of all our people. 

Hispanics continue to make significant and enduring contributions to our 
society, enriching us intellectually, spiritually, and culturally. 

In times of peace, the accomplishments of these Americans in science, tech
nology, politics, the arts, and other important fields have greatly enhanced Ml q aiftft. 
our way of life. In times of war, Hispanic Americans have defended our 
natioin with pride and courage. Thirty-nine of them have received the 
Medal of Honor, America's highest military decoration. This is a higher pro
portion of such heroes than in any other group, and we salute their sacri
fices and bravery. 

As did earlier decades, the 1980's present Hispanic Americans with new 
opportunities to pursue their goals and advance our society. Like those 
before them today's Hispanic Americans meet their challenges and respon
sibilities with dignity and a creative spirit. Their energetic commitment to 
hard work and their determination to participate fully in the American 
Dream bring strength and inspiration to us all. 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved September 17, 1968 [82 Stat. 
848), authorized and requested the President to proclaim the week which 
includes September 15 and 16 as National Hispanic Heritage Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 12, 1982, as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week in honor of Hispanic men and women. I 
call upon Federal, State, and local officials to observe the proud history of 
Hispanic peoples. I ask all Americans to join together in peace, brother
hood, and pride in being one Nation under God. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. ,. „ . . 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4957 of August 4,1982 

Working Mothers' Day 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over the past half century a great change has been taking place in the 
social and economic structure of the United States: mothers are joining the 
labor force in ever-increasing numbers. At the present time, over half of all 
the children in America have mothers who work outside the home. 

Over forty-three million women are now employed in every area of public 
and private employment and are continuing to develop new opportunities. 
They have made, and continue to make, increasingly important contribu
tions to the Nation. 
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Of these forty-three million working women, over eighteen million simulta
neously perform the vitally important role of mother. 

These women make substantial contributions both to the Nation's economic 
growth and to the increasing strength of the American family, often at great 
personal sacrifice. They deserve our recognition and gratitude. 

Most other mothers are working full time in the home. Their work is no less 
important. The guidance they give their children and the maintenance of a 
strong and cohesive family unit also contribute to the Nation's economic 
growth. 

Ante, p. 103. By Senate Joint Resolution 53, the Congress of the United States has author
ized and requested the President to designate September 5, 1982, as "Work
ing Mothers' Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 5, 1982, as "Working Mothers' 
Day" and call upon families, individual citizens, labor and civic organiza
tions, the media, and the business community to acknowledge the impor
tance of the mothers who work inside or outside the home and to express 
appreciation for their role in American society. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 4th day of Aug, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. 

' • ' * RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4958 of August 13,1982 

Women's Equality Day, 1982 . . 

By the President of the United States of America ? 
A Proclamation 

u s e prec. title 1. On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution became law, 
granting women the right to vote. On this, the 62nd Anniversary of that his
toric day, we Americans can pause and take pride in the progress we have 
made toward the goal of equal opportunity. 

We celebrate today not only the achievements of the past, but, also, our 
continued commitment to build an America in which all our citizens will 
share equally in the rights and responsibilities of our Nation. 

In the intervening years since 1920, women have faithfully carried out re
sponsibilities at all levels of government, in every area of employment and 
education, and in the nurturing of families and children. 
Today, more than ever, we honor women for their contribution in helping to 
make America great. Let us help pledge anew to dedicate our efforts to 
ensure equality of opportunity for every citizen of the United States. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1982, as Women's Equahty Day. 
I call upon every American to join me in this tribute. 
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