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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of
Oct,, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
enth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4987 of October 18, 1982
National Spinal Cord Injury Month

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Head and spinal cord injuries paralyze 10,000 Americans a year and many
must use a wheelchair for the rest of their lives. The estimated total cost in
dollars to society of these injuries exceeds $2 billion annually. An addition-
al tragic toll is exacted in diminished personal happiness and productivity.
The devastation of spinal cord injury is compounded by the youth of those
it strikes: Two-thirds are 20 years of age or younger.

Medicine has advanced to the point that-a 15-year-old suffering a severe
spinal cord injury has a nearly normal life expectancy, but during the re-
maining years, these people may experience injury-related health difficul-
ties and incur heavy medical expenses. The enormity of the problem can be
seen by the number of people involved—200,000 in the United States alone.

The goals of the Nation's Comprehensive Research Program on Acute
Spinal Cord Injury and Paraplegia are to improve outcome and restore lost
function. Today’s promising experiments suggest that the riddle of regenera-
tion may one day be solved. Devices to restore movement and control blad-
der function are also being explored. Both Federal and private organiza-
tions have joined forces in these common goals.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States

of America, in accordance with Senate Joint Resolution 249, do hereby pro- Ante, p. 1468.
claim the month of October 1982, as “National Spinal Cord Injury Month,”

in recognition of the courage of those who live with spinal cord injury and

the efforts of scientists who are seeking answers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
enth.

RONALD REAGAN
Proclamation 4988 of October 19, 1982
National Housing Week, 1982

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Historically, America's housing industry has been a major contributor to
the growth of our Nation's economy and the well-being of our citizens. It
has encouraged the social and economic values of homeownership, created
jobs, and stimulated both individual and institutional investment.
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Ante, p. 1660,

Yet, in the last decade, no segment of our economy has suffered more from
the twin afflictions of inflation and high interest rates. Young couples, low
income families, lending institutions, builders, construction workers, real-
tors, and materials suppliers have all shared in the frustrations and failures
brought on by the misdirected programs of the past and the changing eco-
nomic environment. Our Administration's economic policies have produced
dramatic declines in the rate of inflation and in interest rates. These
achievements will serve as a catalyst for solid and widespread housing in-
dustry growth benefiting all Americans.

Recognizing the need for new options and directions for our national hous-
ing policy, the President's Commission on Housing was established on June
16, 1981. Given the urgency of the situation, this distinguished group of
housing experts completed their massive study in a remarkably short time
frame. An impressive report, containing a detailed series or recommenda-
tions, was issued on April 30, 1982.

The Commission's findings reflect a fundamental confidence in the free
market system, a recognition that a genuine housing recovery, essential for
us all, can only be accomplished through principal reliance on the strength
and initiative of the private sector. The Commission stressed the need for
free, unhampered housing markets and urged the removal of unnecessary,
burdensome regulatory restraints. It recommended a comprehensive strat-
egy of housing initiatives directed at people, rather than at structures. At
the same time, the Commission reaffirmed our national commitment to
equal housing choice and recognized a continuing role for government in
providing housing for the poor.

Guided by this framework, this Administration has already undertaken a
number of actions aimed at bringing about the resurgence of the housing
industry. These include: the Joint Venture in Affordable Housing: the ac-
ceptance of new, flexible mortgage instruments; the proposal for a new
rental housing certificate program; the encouragement of private pension
fund investments in mortgages; and the elimination of a number of counter-
productive Federal regulations.

Unquestionably, a housing recovery remains an essential national priority
and all Americans deserve the opportunity to live in decent, affordable
housing. Through Senate Joint Resolution 261, the Congress has recognized
the past contributions of the housing industry to America, reaffirmed our
national commitment to a housing recovery, and requested the President to
designate the week of October 24 through October 31, 1982, as National
Housing Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 24, 1982, as
National Housing Week and call upon the people of the United States to
observe that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
enth.

RONALD REAGAN

Editorial Note: The President's remarks of Oct. 19, 1982, on signing Proclamation 4988 are printed
in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 18, p. 1355).
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