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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America and Honorary Chairman of the American National Red Cross,
do hereby designate March 1983 as Red Cross Month.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of Jan.,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
enth,

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5016 of January 20, 1983
National Consumers’ Week, 1983

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A major function of our competitive free enterprise economy is to satisfy
consumer demand. The effective demand of consumers is what keeps pro-
ducers in the business of supplying goods and services and is vital to keep-
ing the wheels of industry turning. Therefore, it is most important that we
fully recognize the crucial role consumers play in our economy.

Everyone is a consumer, but too often this role is the most neglected in
terms of preparation and training. In our complex market economy major
decisions have to be made about living within our means; protecting our
futures through insurance, pension plans, and investments; choosing goods
and services from our global marketplace; and voting on issues directly af-
fecting our public and private consumption. Because consumer and econom-
ic education can contribute immeasurably to our competence as consumers
and citizens, it should be started in the schools at the earliest possible time.

Consumers should have access to a wide assortment of competitively
priced goods and services produced here and abroad; accurate information
on product content and care, on contractual agreements, on the cost of
credit—essentially whatever facts are needed to make an informed choice.
But of greatest importance to consumers and private enterprise is protection
against the marketing of goods that are hazardous to health or life, a fair
hearing of complaints with appropriate remedies where justified, and duti-
ful consideration of consumer concerns at all levels of government.

It is clear that the greatest fairness for consumers can be achieved through
the active cooperation of business, government, and consumers themselves
working to insure equity, increased competition, and safety in our free
market economy.

Because an effective and efficient system of commerce depends on an in-
formed and educated public, I urge schools, public and private agencies,
and all appropriate public-spirited groups to advance consumer competence
by helping provide the necessary consumer and economic information for
all our citizens to make well thought-out choices in the marketplace. While
the responsibility for consumer education rests primarily with the individu-
al, the communications media and other interested organizations and insti-
tutions play an instrumental part in furthering the understanding of Ameri-
can consumers. | urge consumers to avail themselves of this valuable infor-
mation and to wisely select the goods and services they seek.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning April 24, 1983 as Na-
tional Consumers’ Week.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th. day of
Jan., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the
lm:l?pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
en

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5017 of January 27, 1983
National Day of Prayer, 1983

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Prayer is the mainspring of the American spirit, a fundamental tenet of our
people since before the Republic was founded. A year before the Declara-
tion of Independence, in 1775, the Continental Congress proclaimed the first
N%tional Day of Prayer as the initial positive action they asked of every
colonist.

Two hundred years ago in 1783, the Treaty of Paris officially ended the
long, weary Revolutionary War during which a National Day of Prayer had
been proclaimed every spring for eight years. When peace came the Nation-
al Day of Prayer was forgotten. For almost half a century, as the Nation
grew in power and wealth, we put aside this deepest expression of Ameri-
can belief—our national dependence on the Providence of God.

It took the tragedy of the Civil War to restore a National Day of Prayer. As
Abraham Lincoln said, "Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have
become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us."

Revived as an annual observance by Congress in 1952, the National Day of
Prayer has become a great unifying force for our citizens who come from all
the great religions of the world. Prayer unites people. This common expres-
sion of reverence heals and brings us together as a Nation and we pray it
may one day bring renewed respect for God to all the peoples of the world.
From General Washington's struggle at Valley Forge to the present, this
Nation has fervently sought and received divine guidance as it pursued the
course of history. This occasion provides our Nation with an opportunity to
further recognize the source of our blessings, and to seek His help for the
challenges we face today and in the future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 5, 1983, National Day of
Prayer. I call upon every citizen of this great Nation to gather together on
that day in homes and places of worship to pray, each after his or her own
manner, for unity of the hearts of all mankind.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 27th day of Jan.,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev-
enth,

RONALD REAGAN



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-10-16T11:08:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




