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Proclamation 5022 of February 14,1983 

Zoo and Aquarium Month, 1983 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As the living classroom for some 20 million school children each year, zoos 
and aquariums have an important role in the American educational process. 
They also provide stimulating recreational experiences for more than 125 
million people who visit them annually. 

The United States has some of the finest zoo and aquarium facilities in the 
world. Many are foremost in the effort to conserve the species they house. 
American zoos and aquariums cooperate with institutions around the globe 
to preserve wildlife and to create more sophisticated techniques for exhibit­
ing animals in natural settings. 

To both children and adults, animals represent a special sense of curiosity, 
feeling, and caring. By enabling us to observe animals firsthand and to 
learn about their habitats, zoos and aquariums have become a valuable and 
unique asset. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the month of June 1983 as Zoo and Aquar­
ium Month. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of 
Feb., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev­
enth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5023 of February 16,1983 

Lithuanian Independence Day, 1983 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Sixty-five years ago a small nation achieved freedom in the aftermath of 
World War I. Proclaiming the Lithuanian Republic, its founders stepped for­
ward on February 16, 1918, to assert their country's independence and com­
mitment to a government based on justice, democracy, and the rights of the 
individual. 

Twenty-two years later Soviet tyranny imposed itself on Lithuania and 
denied the Lithuanian people their just right of national self-determination. 
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