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Proclamation 5152 of February 13, 1984 

National Agriculture Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The United States produces nearly one-twelfth of the total output of the 
world's major agricultural commodities. This abundant production enables 
us to feed not only our own population, but tens of millions of other people 
throughout the world. 

Our remarkable food and fiber production links together 23 million Ameri­
cans who are involved in growing, processing, and marketing hundreds of 
United States agricultural commodities. Our farmers and ranchers produce 
a wide variety of meat, fruits, vegetables, food grains, flowers, dairy prod­
ucts, fibers, fish, and livestock. Maintaining such production requires natu­
ral resources, fertilizers, chemicals, credit, specialized equipment, process­
ing, transporting, marketing, and State and national policies that strengthen 
the system. This vast integration of production and labor—an outgrowth of 
our free enterprise system—has transformed agriculture into the Nation's 
largest industry, with assets exceeding one trillion dollars. 

To honor the working men and women of agriculture in America and to 
achieve a greater understanding of the stake each American has in main­
taining the strength of the Nation's most basic industry, the Congress, by 

97 Stat. 1390. House Joint Resolution 311 (Public Law 98-206), has authorized and re­
quested the President to proclaim March 20, 1984, as "National Agriculture 
Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim March 20, 1984, as National Agriculture 
Day, and I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of 
Feb., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5153 of February 13,1984 

Municipal Clerk's Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The municipal clerk is the oldest of public servants and a critical part of 
efficient and responsive local government. The accurate recording, careful 
safeguarding, and prompt retrieval of public records are vital functions, 
without which effective local government could not exist. 

As local government has grown in responsibility and importance through 
the Nation's history, so has the role of the municipal clerk. The clerk pro­
vides a direct link between past, present, and future by preserving records 
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for posterity and implementing governmental decisions. Municipal clerks 
also seek better and more effective ways to perform these critical responsi­
bilities in light of the rapid technological advances of today's world. 

In recognition of the outstanding and vital services performed by municipal 
clerks and their dedication to public service, the Congress, by Senate Joint Ante, p. 991. 
Resolution 92, has designated the week beginning May 13, 1984, as "Munici­
pal Clerk's Week," and has authorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in observance of that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 13, 1984, as Mu­
nicipal Clerk's Week. I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of 
Feb., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5154 of February 27,1984 

Cancer Control Month, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The news about cancer is getting brighter. While three out of ten Ameri­
cans will develop cancer at some time in their lives, half of those who do 
will live five years or more and are considered curable. For some of the 
major cancers, more than two-thirds of patients survive beyond the five-
year mark. 

Physicians treating cancer patients anywhere in the United States now 
have access to the latest treatment information through a new computerized 
database. In addition, there are in 34 States new community cancer pro­
grams which are affiliated with 200 hospitals and designed to bring the 
latest and best treatment to cancer patients in their own communities. 

We have learned more about the basic nature of cancer in the past ten 
years than in the entire history of science. The new technologies developed 
through research now give us the tools to examine the intricate steps that 
occur when cancer begins to form. We expect these tools to give us even 
better diagnosis, treatment, and prevention. 

The best news of all about cancer today is that we are developing clear 
ideas about how to prevent it. Cancer researchers believe that two-thirds of 
all cancers in this country are linked with our lifestyles so we can now 
make daily choices that may decrease our odds of developing cancer. The 
single most important step which can be taken is to avoid smoking. Evi­
dence also shows that some dietary components may not only prevent 
cancer, but even act to reverse a cancer-causing process which has already 
begun. 

Thus we are reaping important benefits from the billions of dollars and the 
years of work this country has invested in the all-out effort to control 
cancer. With the continued advance of medical science to improve treat­
ment and prevention, it may be possible to reduce by fifty percent the na­
tional death rate from cancer by the year 2000, 
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