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exporters and importers. United States flag-ocean carriers will benefit by 
being assured evenhanded regulatory treatment with foreign competitors. 
The Shipping Act of 1984 represents but one part of my Administration's Ante, p. 67. 
commitment to foster and maintain the United States-flag merchant marine 46 USC app. 
required by this great Nation for our national security and economic bene- l'̂ ^^ ^°^-
fit. 

In recognition of the importance of the American merchant marine, the Con­
gress, by joint resolution of May 20, 1933, designated May 22 as National 
Maritime Day and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation 
calling for its appropriate observance. This date was chosen to commemo­
rate the day in 1819 when the SS SAVANNAH departed Savannah, Geor­
gia, on the first transatlantic steamship voyage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 1984, as National Maritime Day, 
and I urge the people of the United States to observe this day by displaying 
the flag of the United States at their homes and other suitable places, and I 
request that all ships sailing under the American flag dress ship on that 
day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two himdred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5180 of April 13,1984 

Prayer for Peace 
Memorial Day, May 28,1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In the course of America's existence, our citizens too often have been 
called upon to make the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of peace, freedom, 
and justice. From Bunker Hill to Beirut, these brave men and women have 
passed into the hands of our Creator so that we may enjoy the fruits of 
liberty. As Americans gather this Memorial Day to pay homage to their 
sacred memory and selfless commitment, we can offer no higher praise 
than that these patriots defended the high ideals bestowed upon this Nation 
by our Founding Fathers. 

Today, as we commend their deeds, we also bear a heavy burden of re­
sponsibility to ensure that their sacrifice was not in vain by never wavering 
in oiu" dedication and determination to maintain the peace, to safeguard 
human rights, and to protect the economic well-being of our Nation for 
future generations. 

In honor and recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute 
today, the Congress, by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has 36 USC 169g. 
requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of 
the United States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for per­
manent peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the 
United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, May 28, 1984, as a day of 



98 STAT. 3580 PROCLAMATION 5181—APR. 13, 1984 

prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
caUty at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I 
urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to cooper­
ate in this observance. 

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico and the appropriate officials of all units of government to direct 
that the flag be flown at half-staff during this Memorial Day on all build­
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and in all 
areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the 
United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the cus­
tomary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5181 of April 13,1984 

Education Day, U.S.A., 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our history, Americans have recognized that education is vital 
to our Nation's future. Our educational system has always done far more 
than simply train people for a given job or profession; it has equipped gen­
eration upon generation of young men and women for lives of responsible 
citizenship, by helping to teach them the basic ethical values and principles 
that are both our heritage as a free people and the foundation of civihzed 
life. 

As the beneficiaries of that heritage, we bear a corresponding responsibility 
to ensure that the moral values on which freedom rests continue to be 
transmitted to each successive generation of Americans. If our educational 
efforts are rooted in first principles—that human life is sacred; that men 
and women should be treated as individuals, with certain fundamental 
rights and responsibilities; that respect for law is crucial to the survival of 
freedom—then our children and our children's children will share, as we 
have, in the blessings of liberty. 

The Lubavitch movement, headed by Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
has provided people of all faiths a shining example of the true value of edu­
cation. The Lubavitcher Rebbe's work is a living reminder that knowledge 
is worthy only when accompanied by moral and spiritual wisdom and un­
derstanding. In fostering and promoting a tradition of ethical values that 
can trace its roots to the Seven Noahide Laws, which have often been cited 
as universal norms of ethical conduct and a guarantee of fundamental 
human rights, the Lubavitch movement and its greatly respected leader 
have shown Americans of every faith that true education involves not 
simply what one knows, but how one lives. 

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's contributions and in honor of his 82nd 
birthday on the 11th day of the Jewish month Nisan, which falls this year 
on April 13, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 520, has designated 
April 13, 1984, as "Education Day, U.S.A.," and has authorized and request­
ed the President to issue an appropriate proclamation. 
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