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Children will forever remember the father who is devoted to his family, 
anxious for their welfare, proud of their successes, and whose example is a 
beacon to them. He has left them with memories that have enriched and 
molded their lives. 

The love fathers express involves friendship, compassion, partnership, and 
unity. It inspires affection, confidence, trust, and self-control. It can never 
be separated from character, from devotion, from good humor, and from 
every tender virtue. 

Fathers also provide that discipline that begins with concern and commit­
ment and example. Children have the right to learn that love is the founda­
tion of a good family, and that love cannot exist apart from such qualities 
as respect, consideration, responsibility, and loyalty. Fathers provide for 
their loved ones in an atmosphere of warmth and kindness that accepts and 
preserves the uniqueness of each as an individual person while building the 
unity of the home. 

Every father rises to his tallest stature as he selflessly cares for his family, 
his wife, and his children. Our finest fathers have come to know what 
Martin Buber meant when he wrote that our treasure is hidden beneath the 
hearth of our own home. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, in accordance with the joint resolution of the Congress {36 
U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June 17, 1984, as Father's Day. I 
invite the States and communities and the people of the United States to 
observe that day with appropriate ceremonies as a mark of gratitude and 
abiding affection for their fathers. I direct government officials to display 
the flag of the United States on all Federal government buildings, and I urge 
all Americans to display the flag at their homes and other suitable places 
on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5186 of May 3,1984 

Student Awareness of Drunk Driving Month, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As school sessions come to a close, students will have greater opportunities 
to drive on our streets and highways. Students, like all motor vehicle opera­
tors, have a responsibility to adhere to the principle of "safety first." Driv­
ing while under the influence of alcohol and other drugs is destructive not 
only to the irresponsible driver, but to others—those who are injured or 
killed in the resulting motor vehicle accidents. Whether the victims are 
close friends or total strangers, the injury and loss of life are tragic. 

We are losing lives unnecessarily, and the economic cost to America is bil­
lions of dollars each year. These statistics cannot reflect the devastating 
grief of families and friends as they view the senseless loss of their loved 
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ones. This grief is repeated many times. Alcohol-related accidents kill 
twenty-five thousand persons each year. 

Our young people are particularly vulnerable when they combine youthful 
exuberance and lack of driving experience with alcohol- or drug-impaired 
judgement and reflexes. Alcohol-related accidents are the leading cause of 
death for our young people between 16 and 24 years of age. 

Fortunately, there has been a ground swell of awareness and action 
through such initiatives as the Presidential Commission on Drunk Driving, 
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD), Students Against Driving Drunk 
(SADD), and the activities of numerous other citizens groups. Also, over the 
last decade the U.S. Department of Education has developed a:lcohol and 
drug abuse education programs which have reached approximately five mil­
lion students and indirectly affected millions more. 

To emphasize the combined efforts of the Government and private sector 
organizations to combat the hazards of dnmk driving to the youth of OUT 
Nation, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 443, has designated the Ante, p. 121. 
month of June 1984 as "Student Awareness of Drunk Driving Month." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of June 1984 as Student Aware­
ness of Drunk Driving Month. I encourage all citizens to observe this impor­
tant month by participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities 
planned by governmental agencies, individuals, and private associations 
and institutions throughout the country to educate our young people about 
the tragic consequences of drunk driving. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5187 of May 5,1984 

National Correctional Ofî cers Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Correctional officers have the difficult and often dangerous assigrunent of 
ensuring the custody, safety and well-being of the over 600,000 inmates in 
our Nation's prisons and jails. Their position is essential to the day-to-day 
operations of these institutions; without them it would be impossible to 
achieve the foremost institutional goals of security and control. 

Historically, correctional officers have been viewed as "guards," occupying 
isolated and misunderstood positions in prisons and jails. In recent years, 
the duties of these officers have become increasingly complex and demand­
ing. They are called upon to fill, simultaneously, custodial, supervisory and 
counseling roles. The professionalism, dedication and courage exhibited by 
these officers throughout the performance of these demanding and often 
conflicting roles deserve our utmost respect. The important work of correc­
tional officers often does not receive the recognition from the public it de-
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