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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 7 through October 13, 
1984, as Minority Enterprise Development Week, and I urge all Americans 
to join together with the minority business enterprises of our Nation in ap
propriate observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5214 of June 22, 1984 

Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our eyes and ears provide vital ways of interacting with the world around 
us. The lilt of laughter, the beat of a brass band, the smile of a friend, and 
the poetry of a landscape are but a few of the life blessings that our senses 
of sight and hearing help us to enjoy. But for some 40,000 Americans who 
can neither see nor hear, the world can be a prison of darkness and silence. 

Inadequate education, training, and rehabilitation for those who are deaf 
and blind may prevent these Americans from becoming independent and 
self-sufficient, thereby greatly limiting their life potential and imposing a 
high economic and social cost on the Nation. 

We must prevent such problems among our deaf-blind citizens by fostering 
their independence, creating employment opportunities, and encouraging 
their contributions to our society. Crucial to fulfilling this urgent national 
need is research on the disorders that cause deafness and blindness. 
Toward this end, the National Institute of Neurological and Communicative 

_ Disorders and Stroke and the National Eye Institute as well as a number of 
voluntary health agencies are supporting a wide range of investigative 
projects that one day may provide the clues to curing and preventing these 
devastating disorders. 

On June 27 we commemorate the 104th anniversary of the birth of Helen 
Keller, America's most renowned and respected deaf-blind person. Her ac
complishments serve as a beacon of courage and hope for our Nation, sym
bolizing what deaf-blind people can achieve. 

In order to encourage public recognition of and compassion for the complex 
problems caused by deaf-blindness and to emphasize the potential contri
bution of deaf-blind persons to our Nation, the Congress, by Senate Joint 

Ante, p. 248. Resolution 261, has authorized and requested the President to issue a proc
lamation designating the last week in June 1984 as "Helen Keller Deaf-Blind 
Awareness Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 24, 1984, as Helen 
Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week. I call upon all government agencies, 
health organizations, communications media, and people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5215 of ]une 27,1984 

1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposition 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In 1992, the United States and Spain will host an unprecedented joint 
world's fair, the Chicago-Seville International Exposition. The exposition 
will celebrate the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus' voyage of 
discovery from Spain to the Americas and will be the first world's fair to 
be conducted simultaneously in two countries. 

The theme of the world's fair is the "Age of Discovery." The exposition will 
showcase the immense social, economic, scientific and cultural achieve
ments which have changed the world since 1492 and will preview the dis
coveries anticipated in the century to come. The event also will serve to 
symbolize the indomitable nature of the human spirit which fired Columbus 
to pursue his dream of a New World and which continues to inspire us as 
Americans in pursuit of our dream of democracy and freedom. 

Chicago is an excellent site for this historic exposition. A global crossroads, 
Chicago already has hosted two successful world's fairs—the World's Co
lumbian Exposition of 1893, which became the standard of comparison for 
subsequent fairs, and a Century of Progress Exposition of 1933-34, which 
helped lift the spirits of a battered people during the most severe depres
sion in our history. The choice of Seville as a site is especially appropriate, 
for without the foresight and adventurous spirit of the King and Queen of 
Spain, Columbus would never have had an opportunity to undertake his 
catalytic voyage which changed the course of history. 

The unique relationship between this great American city and Seville un
derlines the continuity of history in a new age of communications and 
transportation. By bridging the seas in 1992, Chicago and Seville once again 
will link the New World with the Old in the dawning of a truly new "A.ge 
of Discovery." 

The 1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposition thus promises to become 
a symbol of international peace and progress, illuminating our past and our 
future. With its many splendid opportunities for the stimulation of trade 
and for cultural and technological exchange, the exposition has the enthusi
astic support of the United States Government. This Administration v/ill 
extend the fullest possible recognition to the event in accordance with the 
Paris Convention of November 22, 1928, as modified, and United States law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, in recognition of the 1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposi
tion, do hereby invite the several States of the Union and its Territories to 
participate in the exposition, and authorize and direct the Secretary of 
State to invite, on my behalf, such foreign countries as he may consider ap
propriate to participate in this event. 
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