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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and

eighth.
RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5215 of June 27, 1984
1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposition

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In 1992, the United States and Spain will host an unprecedented joint
world's fair, the Chicago-Seville International Exposition. The exposition
will celebrate the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ voyage of
discovery from Spain to the Americas and will be the first world's fair to
be conducted simultaneously in two countries.

The theme of the world's fair is the “Age of Discovery.” The exposition will
showcase the immense social, economic, scientific and cultural achieve-
ments which have changed the world since 1492 and will preview the dis-
coveries anticipated in the century to come. The event also will serve to
symbolize the indomitable nature of the human spirit which fired Columbus
to pursue his dream of a New World and which continues to inspire us as
Americans in pursuit of our dream of democracy and freedom.

Chicago is an excellent site for this historic exposition. A global crossroads,
Chicago already has hosted two successful world's fairs—the World's Co-
lumbian Exposition of 1893, which became the standard of comparison for
subsequent fairs, and a Century of Progress Exposition of 1933-34, which
helped lift the spirits of a battered people during the most severe depres-
sion in our history. The choice of Seville as a site is especially appropriate,
for without the foresight and adventurous spirit of the King and Queen of
Spain, Columbus would never have had an opportunity to undertake his
catalytic voyage which changed the course of history.

The unique relationship between this great American city and Seville un-
derlines the continuity of history in a new age of communications and
transportation, By bridging the seas in 1992, Chicago and Seville once again
will link the New World with the Old in the dawning of a truly new “Age
of Discovery."

The 1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposition thus promises to become
a symbol of international peace and progress, illuminating our past and our
future. With its many splendid opportunities for the stimulation of trade
and for cultural and technological exchange, the exposition has the enthusi-
astic support of the United States Government. This Administration will
extend the fullest possible recognition to the event in accordance with the
Paris Convention of November 22, 1928, as modified, and United States law.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, in recognition of the 1992 Chicago-Seville International Exposi-
tion, do hereby invite the several States of the Union and its Territories to
participate in the exposition, and authorize and direct the Secretary of
State to invite, on my behalf, such foreign countries as he may consider ap-
propriate to participate in this event.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and
of g;-:htﬁ Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
ei 4

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5216 of July 3, 1984

National Duck Stamp Week
Golden Anniversary Year of the Duck Stamp, 1984

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Among our most cherished wildlife resources are migratory waterfowl. The
ducks, geese, and swans of North America not only fascinate us with their
beauty and spectacle, they remind us of the continuing values of a clean,
safe, wholesome environment. The health of our waterfowl resources de-
pends on the well-being of their environment. If the Nation's wetlands are
lost, these birds and the many other fish and wildlife resources they sup-
port cannot thrive. In recognition of the vital link between wildlife and wet-
lands, the United States has created an extensive system of National Wild-
life Refuges. This great array of wild lands and waters provides countless
opportunities for our waterfowl to nest and feed. We have so many of these
refuges to enjoy today because of the farsighted practices of successive
generations of Americans.

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the Migratory
Bird Hunting Stamp Act. To implement this law, the first Duck Stamp was
issued later that year. The Duck Stamp was the creation of Jay N. “Ding"
Darling, an award-winning editorial cartoonist and pioneer conservationist.
It was his idea that every waterfowl hunter in this country had a vital stake
in wetland and waterfow| conservation and that each should share in the
responsibility to maintain that wildlife tradition they held so dear.

In the 50 years that have passed since the introduction of the Duck Stamp,
it has become one of the Nation's most successful conservation programs.
Almost 90 million of the stamps have been sold, generating more than $285
million for waterfowl conservation. All or part of 186 National Wildlife Ref-
uges—a total of 3.5 million acres—have been acquired through Duck Stamp
revenues.

In the last 50 years, Americans have become increasingly aware that wet-
lands provide essential habitat for ducks and geese and contribute signifi-
cantly to other wildlife resources including endangered species, open space
recreation, commercial and sport fisheries, flood control, groundwater re-
charge and water purification. A recent study by the Department of the In-
terior concluded that the United States is losing wetlands at the pace of
nearly one-half million acres every year, an area the size of the State of
Rhode Island. Clearly, the Duck Stamp program is as important today as it
was in 1934,

In recognition of the contributions of the Duck Stamp program, the Con-
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 270, has designated the week of July 1
through July 8, 1984, as “National Duck Stamp Week" and 1984 as “Golden
Anniversary Year of the Duck Stamp” and authorized and requested the
President to issue an appropriate proclamation.
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