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Proclamation 5243 of October 3,1984 

National Adult Day Care Center Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Progress in medical science and the generally rising level of health care 
available from birth onwards have been among our Nation's greatest 
achievements in this century. As a result, more people are living to an old 
age than ever before. 

The corollary to this achievement is an increase in the incidence of chronic 
illnesses affecting people as they age. Those who suffer these illnesses may 
require care over a long period of time, a fact which tests our Nation's abil­
ity to provide older Americans the kind of care that will allow them to con­
tinue to live independently in their communities. 

The rapid growth of adult day care centers is a reflection of increasing 
community interest in developing long-term alternatives in community set­
tings. Adult day care centers provide comprehensive personal, medical, and 
therapeutic help and also assist older people and the handicapped in 
achieving maximum levels of independence and social interaction. They 
provide much needed support for families as they care for their loved ones. 
Many adult day care centers throughout the country have recognized the 
vital needs of older people and the desire that many of them have to 
remain in their own homes as long as possible. 

To increase public awareness of the importance of these centers, the Con­
gress, by House Joint Resolution 505, has designated the week beginning Ante, p. 1581. 
September 23, 1984, as "National Adult Day Care Center Week" and has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ­
ance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 23, 1984, as 
National Adult Day Care Center Week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc­
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5244 of October 3,1984 

Child Health Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America as never before is the land of opportunity for all our children. But 
for some, that opportunity is denied by illness or disability. Although our 
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health care system is the envy of the world, disease or accident can still 
deprive many of our children of this birthright of opportunity. 

Today, we celebrate tremendous accomplishments in child health. The sig­
nificant and steady decline in infant mortality, and the great strides in pre­
venting such diseases as polio or measles, are proud examples of what can 
be accomplished by a free and vibrant medical care system. 

On this Child Health Day, 1984, however, we must dedicate ourselves to 
increasing our efforts. Past achievements only suggest that greater things 
can be accomplished in the future. We must dedicate ourselves to making 
further progress in reducing infant mortality for our whole society, and we 
must also seek to reduce infant mortality in those areas where the level is 
higher than the national average. 

There also are severely handicapped infants who require not only the love 
and support of their families but who also must have the help of many 
groups in their communities—doctors, hospitals, health departments, pro­
viders of health care, and others—if they are to thrive. 

There are teenage mothers and teenagers who become involved with abuse 
of alcohol and other substances—all these young people need our help and 
attention. During the coming year, it is my hope that we can continue to 
demonstrate what a free, energetic, and enlightened society can do coop­
eratively to protect and improve the health status of our Nation's most vital 
asset, our children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, pursuant to a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 143), do hereby proclaim Monday, October 1, 1984, as 
Child Health Day, 1984. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc­
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5245 of October 3,1984 

National Birds of Prey Conservation Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This Nation has been blessed with a rich variety of wildlife, including more 
than fifty kinds of hawks, falcons, eagles, vultures, and owls. Known as 
birds of prey, these species possess extraordinary beauty, strength, and 
power of flight. Inhabiting virtually every territory, often coexisting with 
man, they are a vital part of many natural systems and contribute signifi­
cantly to the quality of the human environment. 

From time immemorial, the history of mankind has been intertwined with 
birds of prey. The silent flight of the owl, the breathtaking swoop of the 
falcon across a mountain cliff, the effortless soaring of vultures over the 
plains, and the often spectacular passage of hawks on migration have cap­
tured the imagination of Americans. Since 1782, the Bald Eagle has served 
as the National Emblem of the United States. 
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