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The Congress of the United States, by House Joint Resolution 655, has des- 98 Stat. 2717. 
ignated February 16, 1985, as Lithuanian Independence Day and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim February 16, 1985, as Lithuanian Independ
ence Day. I invite the people of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and to reaffirm their dedication to the ideals which 
unite us and inspire others. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5303 of February 20,1985 

National Safe Boating Week, 1985 . 

By the President of the United States of America • •"• • ' 'C 
A Proclamation ^ 

Americans increasingly look to the water for recreation and relaxation. 
This year, approximately one-quarter of us will enjoy boating in one or 
more of its many and varied forms. Therefore, it is important that all those 
involved in recreational boating observe proper safety practices, know and 
obey rules of safe boating, and show courtesy and consideration on the 
water. 

In addition, all boaters should wear personal flotation devices while on the 
water. According to the United States Coast Guard, seventy-five percent of 
those who died in boating accidents last year might have been saved had 
they worn these devices. 

The theme of this year's National Safe Boating Week emphasizes the dan
gers of combining alcohol consumption with operating a boat. The use of 
alcohol and other intoxicating substances is a major factor in boating acci
dents and fatalities. Boat operators who drink often cannot react promptly 
to hazards and thereby endanger not only themselves but also others on the 
water. The use of even small amounts of alcohol can significantly impair an 
operator's judgment and boat-handling skills. This is particularly true as fa
tigue caused by sun, glare, noise, wind, and boat motion intensifies the ef
fects of alcohol. Through the observance of National Safe Boating Week, 
1985, all Americans should be alerted to these dangers. 

In recognition of the need for boating safety, the Congress, by joint resolu
tion approved June 4, 1958, as amended (36 U.S.C. 161], authorized and re
quested the President to proclaim annually the week commencing on the 
first Sunday in June as National Safe Boating Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 2, 1985, as Nation
al Safe Boating Week. I invite the Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa, 
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and the Mayor of the District of Columbia to provide for the observance of 
this week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 

• ninth. 

RONALDREAGAN 

Proclamation 5304 of February 21,1985 

Save Your Vision Week, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Good vision is a priceless treasure. Our ability to see the print in a book, 
the beauty of a sunset, and the faces of our loved ones is a gift that should 
be cherished and protected. Yet each year many Americans lose vision that 
could have been saved. To halt this tragic waste, we must make more 
people aware of the steps that all of us can take to safeguard our vision. 

Of all sight-saving precautions, the most important is to have regular eye 
examinations by an eye care professional. Such check-ups are more valua
ble today than ever before. Thanks to vision research, effective treatment is 
now available to many people whose sight is threatened by eye disorders. 
But the greatest medical benefits generally go to those who get the earliest 
warning of serious eye disease. For them, there may be an opportunity to 
stop the disease before it has caused significant visual loss. 

Middle age is a particularly good time for a person to take advantage of the 
protection that regular eye examinations can offer. This is because glauco
ma, diabetic retinal disease, and several other disorders that are major 
causes of blindness tend to strike during the middle years of life. 

Older Americans, too, should have regular eye check-ups. Cataract, macular 
disease, and a number of other age-related conditions that can rob elderly 
people of their vision are detectable by means of a routine eye examina
tion. For many older Americans, learning of the existence of a visual prob
lem is the first step toward obtaining the medical treatment or special 
visual aids that will allow them to go on leading active, independent lives. 

Children also have much to gain from eye examinations. Even very young 
babies can benefit from discovery of an unsuspected eye problem that 
should be corrected while the child is still small. Some childhood eye prob
lems, if left untreated, can cause a child to be needlessly handicapped at 
school and play or even lead to permanent visual loss. 

An important concern for people of all ages is protecting the eye from 
injury. By wearing safety glasses, goggles, or face shields in all hazardous 
work situations and recreational activities, we can dramatically reduce the 
toll of visual loss caused by injuries. 

There is yet another way for citizens to help improve the eye health of our 
Nation. Each of us can sign an organ donation card and carry it at all times 
to insure that after death our eyes are used for vision research and for 
people who must have a cornea transplant in order to see again. 
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