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worked part-time or full-time to support them, and passed on their love, 
hopes, and dreams to the next generation. They crossed deserts and moun
tains alongside their families and in times of national emergency, such as 
war, they undertook vital work in factories and on farms which enabled our 
Nation to survive and prosper. They were known only to their families, 
friends, and neighbors, but their influence on their communities was enor
mous. Whatever greatness our Nation has achieved, we owe in very large 
measure to them, and we should never overlook or forget their contribution. 

In recognition of the many vital contributions of women to our Nation's his-
Ante, p. 5. tory, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 50, has designated the week 

beginning March 3, 1985, as "Women's History Week" and authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning March 3, 1985, as 
Women's History Week. I invite the Governors of the States, the chief offi
cials of local governments, the scholars of our institutions of education, and 
Americans everywhere to mark this occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities recognizing the contributions of women to our Nation and our 
culture. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5308 of March 14, 1985 

To Amend Proclamation 5133 Implementing the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation ' , : , 

1. Section 212 of the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act (the Act) (19 
U.S.C. 2702) authorizes the President to designate certain countries and ter
ritories or successor political entities as "beneficiary countries" under the 
Act. In Proclamation 5133 of November 30, 1983, and Proclamation 5142 of 
December 29, 1983, I have designated 20 countries and territories as "bene
ficiary countries." I am now adding the Bahamas to the list of "beneficiary 
countries." I have notified the House of Representatives and the Senate of 
my intention to designate this country and given the considerations entering 
into my decision. j - , r ; ,. : ,i 

2. In order to add this country to the list of beneficiary countries, I am 
amending the Annex to Proclamation 5133. 

19 u s e 2703. 3. Section 213(a)(2) of the Act directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pre
scribe regulations implementing the provisions of the Act relating to articles 
eligible for duty-free treatment. Section 213(a)(2) also sets out certain spe
cific provisions that Congress sought to have included in the eventual 
amendments to the Tariff Schedules of the United States. Proclamation 5133 
is to be amended in order to bring the language of its Annex into direct 
conformity with the express intent of the Congress and to eliminate lan
guage no longer applicable to the duty-free entry of eligible articles by 
virtue of recent amendments to the implementing regulations. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the statutes of the United States, including but not Umited to Section 212 of 
the Act, do proclaim that: 19 USC 2702. 

(1) The list of countries in the Annex to Proclamation 5133 of November 30, 
1983, is hereby amended by adding the Bahamas. 

(2) The Annex to Proclamation 5133 is further amended to strike the phrase 
"manufacturer or exporter of the article accompanied by an endorsement 
thereof by the importer or consignee" in Paragraph A of the Annex amend
ing language in general headnote 3(g](ii)(B] of the ' ariff Schedules of the 
United States and to replace it with the phrase "appiopriate party." 19 USC 1202. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the 
Independenceof the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial note: For the text of the President's letters to the Speaker of the House of Representa
tives and the President of the Senate, dated Mar. 14, 1985, on his intention to sign Proclamation 
5308, see the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 21, p. 302). 

Proclamation 5309 of March 21,1985 

Afghanistan Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In a time of prosperity, we do not think of hunger and hardship. In a time of 
peace, we do not think of suffering and war. In a time when our families 
are together and healthy, we do not think of the pain we would feel if they 
were pulled apart. Yet, for the people of Afghanistan, it is impossible to 
escape such thoughts, because terror, hardship, and suffering have become 
an everyday way of life ever since the Soviet Union brutally invaded and 
occupied their country over five years ago. 

March 21 is the start of a New Year for the Afghan people. It is traditional
ly a holiday when they bring their families together to celebrate life's new 
beginnings and to rejoice and give thanks for God's many gifts. 
But in Afghanistan today it may be hard to remember the days when their 
country had peace, when there was enough food to eat, and when their 
homes were safe, for the overwhelming majority of Afghans are engaged in 
a fierce struggle to end the Soviet occupation of their country and the rule 
of the puppet regime headed by Babrak Karmal. 

The year 1984 was an especially hard one for the Afghans. The Soviets 
have become frustrated with their inability to crush their spirit of the 
Afghan Freedom Fighters and are increasingly turning their military might 
against the civilian population of the country, forcing hundreds of thou
sands more innocent people into exile away from their homeland. 

Reports of Soviet atrocities and human rights violations are increasingly 
gaining the attention of the world's public. Respected organizations such as 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Amnesty International, 
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