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our organs or those of our loved ones after death. Donation of our corneas 
would give others the gift of sight; donation of our kidneys, hearts, lungs, 
livers, and pancreata could save the lives of many people who might other
wise die. 

On several recent occasions, I have asked the American people to be 
aware of the opportunities to donate their organs, and I have made special 
pleas for young children in need of liver transplants. The response proved 
to be overwhelming. Tragically, however, many desperately ill persons, in
cluding young children, have died while awaiting a suitable organ. 

The need for organs far surpasses the number donated each year. To in
crease the availability of organs for transplantation, I signed the National 

42 u s e 201 note. Organ Transplant Act on October 19, 1984. This law created an Office of 
Organ Transplantation in the Public Health Service and authorized a Task 
Force on Organ Transplantation. 

It is appropriate that we as a Nation encourage organ donation and in
crease public awareness of the need for such donations. We also should 
recognize the many contributions of private organizations, including the 
American Council on Transplantation, to this effort. By filling out a uniform 
donor card and carrying it, and by making our wishes of donation known to 
our families, we may give the gift of life to people who so desperately need 
organs for transplantation. 

Americans are a caring and giving people. I have heard from many Ameri
cans who have lost their loved ones in tragic accidents, but who have 
found solace in knowing that through their loss other lives were saved. 

Ante, p. 45. The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 35, has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation designating the week beginning April 
21 through April 27, 1985, as "National Organ Donation Awareness Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate April 21 through April 27, 1985, as Nation
al Organ Donation Awareness Week. I urge all health care professionals, 
educators, the media, public and private organizations concerned with 
organ donation and transplantation, and all Americans to join me in sup
porting this humanitarian action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5325 of April 22,1985 

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Pacific Ocean today is ringed by a large number of successful devel
oped and developing nations. So rapid has the progress of this area been 
that many scholars are beginning to speak of an emerging Pacific Civiliza
tion similar to the Mediterranean Civilization of the ancient world or the 
Atlantic Civilization of modern times. America is well-placed to play a 
major role in this emerging civilization not only because of its geographic 
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position but also because many of its citizens are themselves of Asian and 
Pacific ancestry. 

Americans of Asian and Pacific ancestry are a diverse group, representing 
as many different ethnic allegiances as Americans of European ancestry, 
but certain common values characterize them all. Whether as immigrants to 
our country or as native inhabitants in the islands of the Pacific Ocean, 
they have retained a strong sense of traditional values emphasizing vital 
family and communal bonds. These values remain strong today and play an 
important role in the success achieved by these proud Americans. 

Asian and Pacific Americans have been successful in virtually every field 
of endeavor. Through their achievements in many areas, they have enriched 
the lives of all Americans. By sharing their cultures with other Americans, ,:. 
they have increased our Nation's rich cultural vitality. Asian and Pacific 
Americans have truly helped the United States to fulfill its most cherished :.; • ,.; t , 
ideals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 5, 1985, as Asian/ 
Pacific American Heritage Week and call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5326 of April 23, 1985 

National Defense Transportation Day and National 
Transportation Week, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation * ^ .» 3,1*5 

Our Nation's history can be traced through the development and growth of 
transportation in America. Our country has grown as transportation has 
given us access to new geographic, economic, and technical frontiers. 

During colonial days, Americans were dependent on the river systems and 
ocean ports still used in commerce today. President Thomas Jefferson com
missioned Lewis and Clark to explore the West through our rivers, provid
ing new opportunities for trade and commerce. In 1825, the Erie Canal, con
necting Buffalo to New York, opened the Great Lakes for settlement and 
industry. 

Pioneers broke new ground to the West by way of the Cumberland Road in 
1811. Other highways were soon developed to move people and goods 
across the wilderness. Completion of the first transcontinental railroad in 
1869 joined East to West, ushering in a new era of transportation, strength
ening American commerce. 

Aviation history was made at Kitty Hawk in 1903, launching an aviation 
system now serving over 300 million passengers a year. Today, we are wit
nessing the beginning of a new era in space transportation with the devel
opment of commercial space vehicles ^--- . . . . . - , - - , , 
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